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From the Editor
Jennifer Grunenberg
j.grunenberg@hotmail.com

Many of us, as freelance teachers, often go about our daily work with no recognition from
co-workers or a boss, but after a good class, we may feel inside we have done a little
JRRGSHUKDSVHYHQPDGHDSRVLWLYHLPSDFWLQRXUVWXGHQWV¶OLYHV+RZHYHUZKHQsomeone SDVVHVDZD\LW¶VDJRRGWLPHWRSD\UHFRJQLWLRQ9LFN\+ROOHWW¶V tribute to David
Cotton, author of Market Leader, gives us a chance to reflect on his work in the ESL field
and more.
ELTAF has organized its first Books and Games Day, which will take place at the
International School of Management in Frankfurt on September 24, from 9:30 to 17:00. It
promises to be a day full of interesting workshops, game ideas and great food and drink,
offering a chance to network and have fun with other ELTAF members. A few of the
workshops have been previewed in this edition. Program and registration details can be
found on the ELTAF website.
Sadly, Mark Mullaly, our stellar magazine advertising coordinator, has returned to Ireland.
Cathy Duffek, long-time ELTAF member and Rhein-Neckar-Pfalz Talk Shop coordinator,
has slowly but surely begun to fill these big shoes. If any members have ideas for new
advertising revenue, please contact me or Cathy. At ELTAF, money makes the world go
µURXQG¶WRR.
)LQDOO\,¶GOLNHWRZDUPO\WKDQN*HRIIUH\0LOOHUIRUDOORIKLVDGYLFHDQGKDUGZRUNRQWKH
ELTAF PDJD]LQH6LQFHKH¶OOEHUHWXUQLQJWR1HZ=HDODQG,ZRXOGWUXO\ZHOFRPHDQHZ
person to help proofread, keeping our magazine as professional as possible. In addition,
ZH¶UHVWLOOORRNLQJIRUVRPHRQHWRFRPSLOHWebsightings and a list of ESL events, both
locally and beyond, for the magazine events section. All three of these ETLAF magazine
support positions would require roughly four hours of time, three times a year. Personally, I
try not to think of my job as editor as work, focusing instead on my motivation for involvement with ELTAF: the opportunity to support one of the most important professions in the
world, teaching.
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A tribute to David Cotton
A leading light in Business ELT
By Vicky Hollett
Vicky Hollet’s website blog, January 29, 2016

I greatly value the work of many ESP authors and researchers and I must write about them
elsewhere. But this post is about the very special David Cotton, who has been a leading
light in Business ELT for as long as I can remember. Way back before anyone else I can
think of, David had the idea that Business English is so much more than job specific
YRFDEXODU\)RU'DYLGLW¶VDERXWSHRSOHFUHDWLYLW\DQGLGHDV± and of course± clear
communication.
When David stumbled across case studies back in the 1970s, it was a light bulb moment
IRUKLP$QGVLQFHWKHQZLWKKLVKHOSDQGWKHPDQ\FRXUVHVKH¶VZULWWHQ VXFKDVWKH
VHPLQDO0DUNHW/HDGHU LW¶VEHHQDOLJKWEXOEPRPHQWIRUFRXQWOHVV%XVLQHVV(QJOLVK
WHDFKHUVDVZHOO&DVHVWXGLHVGRQ¶WQHHGWREHGDXQWLQJRUFRPSOLFDWHGWH[WVZKHQ'DYLG
is writing them. Clear, punchy and a stimulating story is his style. David understands what
gets minds engaged.
$VD%XVLQHVV(QJOLVKZULWHUP\VHOI,DGPLUHDQGYDOXHKLVVNLOOV%XW,¶YHDOVRKDGWKH
VSHFLDOSULYLOHJHRIEHLQJ'DYLG¶VFROOHDJXHWUDYHOOLQJFRPSDQLRQDQGIULHQG%DFNLQWKH
1990s, when Business English was less well established than it is today, we worked
together on a diploma and certificate level training course for Business English teachers at
London Guildhall University (now London Metropolitan University). In many ways it was a
distraction from our main jobs, and gosh it was hard work. But it was so rewarding. Some
fantastic teachers who are now leaders in the business English field took that course, and
it gives me (and I know for David too) huge pleasure to count them as my friends today.
But the biggest friend I made on that course was David Cotton himself. We were all trying
to forge a new teacher training syllabus and we had to work out what to include or not.
'DYLGZDVERWKDKDUGZRUNLQJPXVHDQGDVWDXQFKDQGOR\DOIULHQGE\RXUVLGHDQG,FDQ¶W
thank him enough for the help, support and fun he gave me.
7KHUHLVQREHWWHUFRPSDQLRQIRUDZRUNLQJWRXUWKDQ'DYLG+H¶VQXUVHGPHWKURXJK
HYHU\WKLQJIURPDWWDFNVRIODU\QJLWLVWRIDPLO\FULVHVDQGKH¶VKDGPHODXJKLQJP\KHDG
RIIDVZH¶YHVWUXJJOHGWKURXJKFUD]\ZHDWKHUEXUHDXFUDF\DQGLQWHUFXOWXUDOmisunderstandings+H¶VEHHQDQLQVSLUDWLRQDQG,ORYHKLPZLWKDOOP\KHDUW. So ZKDW¶VWKHODWHVW"
:HOO'DYLG¶VMXVWVHQGLQJKLVODWHVWERRNWRSXEOLVKHUVEXWWKLVWLPHLW¶VDNLG¶VVWRU\
Designed for 7-10 \HDUROGVLW¶VDQDGYHQWXUHERRNDERXWDIHDUVRPHJDQJVWHUDQGKLV
team ± Sneaky, Slinky, Slimey and Meanie. Will they succeed in driving grandpa and Jake
outta WRZQ"+D$VDOZD\VKH¶VJRWPHKRRNHGDQG,FDQ¶WZDLWWRUHDGLW.HHSURFNLQJ
David!
UPDATE
,¶PGHHSO\VRUU\WRUHSRUWWKDW'DYLGGLHGWKLVPRUQLQJDIWHUEUDYHO\EDWWOLQJFDQFHU,WZDV
a peaceful death and he was surrounded by his family. Our heart goes out to his wife, son
and daughter and his many dear friends.

From the Committee
Membership Secretary
Rhiannon Law
membership@eltaf.de

To those of you who don't already know me, I would like to introduce myself. My name is
Rhiannon Law, and at the start of this year, I took over the role of ELTAF Membership
Secretary from a highly respected member of this association, Barbara Born. It is a
pleasure to be on board and to get more involved with the association I am proud to be
part of.
Before I mention more about ELTAF and my role within it, let me tell you a little bit about
myself. I was born and raised in Kingsbury, North-West London, by two very supportive
and loving parents and grew up with my older brother. They all still live in London and look
forward to my visits, although these are less often than we want them to be. My dad is also
self-employed and has run his business for over 30 years. He is an example of someone
who has proved that going at it alone can be successful. However, as many of us are selfemployed, we know this entails a lot of hard grafting, with long hours and perhaps fewer
holidays and struggling through a bad cold when you would rather recover at home. It is,
however, a rewarding job, which others should not be put off doing. I feel a real sense of
achievement by working hard to reach my goals, which takes a lot of time and patience,
but is well worth the climb in the end.
My life in Germany really started in 2012, when I took the leap to leave my country after
graduating with a BA in German and Linguistics with honours from Queen Mary, University
of London. I also gained my Cert TESOL certificate in London just after graduating. It was
a fun time, and I learnt a lot, but even though I am now teaching English to business
people, I never stop learning. I am sure you could also say the same; that we continue day
by day to learn from our students and adapt to their needs, always thinking up new ideas,
and most importantly, listening carefully to their needs.
Although I said my life in Germany really started in 2012, my interest in Germany I would
say started in high school, when I first started learning German at the age of 11. It was my
favourite subject and I continued to develop my language skills taking German at GCSE, A
Level and at University level. Of course that didn't stop there. I felt it would be a pity to not
be able to use my language skills and thought; what better way to use these skills than to
move to Germany? As part of my university degree, I spent 9 months in Germany as a
foreign language teacher's assistant at a German high school. It was in that time I met my
fiancée and decided I would like to teach for a living and settle in Germany. The year
abroad was a real eye opener for me.
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I hardly spent time in a foreign country growing up, but the feeling I got when in Germany
made me realise I could make it my home. The first two years from 2012 to summer 2014
were not easy. I went through various teaching contracts, which were short lived, but still a
great experience. During this time, I did supply teaching work at a local high school on the
Mosel, which was my first home here, an evening class at the local VHS for people
working in gastronomy, the prime business of this area, and at the University of Trier. At
the time I was 23 and fresh out of university, and was amazed at standing in front of 30
students, when I was sitting in their place just a few months before. It was a great
experience, but the demand for English teaching in that area was lacking.
As a city girl (I am a Londoner after all) I missed the life and opportunity of the city, and in
summer 2014, we took the chance to move to Sulzbach, where I could pursue a career in
teaching in and around Frankfurt. I can safely say I have no regrets, although I do look
forward to a glass of Riesling and the beautiful vineyards when I visit the Mosel.
Since moving to Sulzbach Taunus, I have been teaching English on a full time basis. I
found work very quickly, and soon settled into my desired vocation all along, as an English
teacher in companies. It is really rewarding teaching businesspeople who want to learn
English and need it for their jobs, and I feel I am respected as a teacher, even though I do
sometimes set them homework!
Membership forms can be found on ELTAF's official website and can be sent to me via
email or by post. Also for those of you who have questions about membership or would like
to make changes to your membership, please also contact me. And don't forget to send
me your new details if you change your address.
I am looking forward to seeing you at future workshops and of course the Games and
Books day this September!

A warm welcome to our new members:
Gunda Nollenberger
Lisa Soules
Nicole Reimer
Angela Oswald
Tina Li
Rebecca Vogt-French
Lucas Silva Soto
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Focus on our Members
Malini Roy
roym26@googlemail.com

Where did you grow up and what was it like? Mainly in industrial towns through
northern and eastern India, but I spent my early childhood in the States and in Germany,
VWUDQJHO\HQRXJK%XWEHLQJLQ)UDQNIXUWWRGD\LVQ¶WTXLWHDKRPHFRPLQJWREHKRQHVW
What brought you to Germany? The same reason that brings many of us ± the spouse.
How did you get to where you are today in the teaching field? Through the unstinting
support and suggestions of experienced colleagues in the field. A background in the study
of late 18th-early 19th century British literature has helped.
What was one of the most memorable things a student said to you? A comment in
one of my teaching evaluations was heart-warming: the writer stated that I was respectful
RIRWKHUSHRSOH¶VRSLQLRQV,IVR,KRSHWKDWWKHWKHRU\RIVWXGHQW-centred pedagogy
actually worked in practice in this case!
Something positive you have personally experienced from being and ELTAF
member: The first ELTAF workshop I attended turned out to be a welcoming mixture of
congeniality and imagination. An organization like this looked like the perfect bonding
space for English teachers who might spend a large part of their lives in a kind of
emotional isolation, scarcely visible beneath the fleeting sociability of classrooms, training
sessions and private lessons.
What is your favorite movie, book and record? Jean-/XF*RGDUG¶VMasculin Féminin
left me speechless. Favourite books? Too many. Favourite ³UHFRUG´",¶PDELWRIDGLQRVDXU
DQ\ZD\VRDWWKHPRPHQWLW¶V-RDQ%DH]¶V'LDPRQGVDQGRust.
Describe something fun you have recently done in the Frankfurt area. The EnglishODQJXDJH³6WRU\WLPHZLWK5LWDStoree´DWWKH7KHDWUH/DQJXDJH6WXGLRHYHU\PRQWKLVRQH
of the very few formally organised parents-and-kids activities I enjoy with my 4-year old
son.
What keeps you awake at night? The fear of not making a deadline.
What do you never leave home without, excluding electronic gadgets? Cash. The
GLQRVDXUGRHVQ¶WUHDOO\EHOLHYHLQFDUGV
If you had one wish: The legalisation of euthanasia everywhere.
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Focus on our Members
Kim Becker
Chatterbox English Training
chatterbox-info@t-online.de

Where did you grow up and what was it like? ? I grew up in Harlow, a town near
London. French was the first foreign language we learnt at secondary school but we were
able to start learning German in the 3rd year. Unfortunately, my first attempt at the A-level
exam was a disaster and I failed. But then my German teacher left the school and Mrs
Chaubey replaced her ± she was an absolute god-send. A year later I resat the exam and
passed with a grade A! Mrs Chaubey is a perfect example to illustrate just how inspiring
and motivating a dedicated teacher can be!
What brought you to Germany? I came to Germany in 1984 to work as an Au-pair for a
German family in the Taunus. My original plan had been to stay for a year and then go
back to the UK, but then I met my husband and have been here ever since.
How did you get to where you are today in the teaching field? Basically, I´ve grown
into teaching English. I have secretarial training and have worked for many years as an
assistant in the sales and distribution field where English is essential. I started doing
translation work and then moved on to doing in-company training and giving private
lessons, but not on a large scale as I still had a full-time job. I´ve completed a didactic
training course and have now been working as a full-time freelance English trainer since
January, offering lessons for children and adults. Teaching is extremely fulfilling and I
absolutely love it!
Something positive you have personally experienced from being an ELTAF member:
I really enjoy reading the newsletter. It´s always very interesting and offers a rich source of
creative ideas for my lessons.
What is your favorite movie, book and record? My absolute favourite film is Grease. I
think I´ve seen it about 50 times! As to books, I devoured the Outlander series by Diana
Gabalden and am thrilled that the books are being filmed. Music-wise, I´m an 80´s fan.
What keeps you awake at night? 0\FDWVUXQQLQJDURXQGWKHKRXVHSOD\LQJ³WDJ´
What do you never leave home without, excluding electronic gadgets? My glasses old age is taking its toll!
If you had one wish: That my family lived closer.
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The Biz behind the Biz ± ask Helen!
By Helen Centner
centner.pollok@t-online.de
Helen Centner Sprachservices
– Certified Translator und Language Trainer
Geisbergstr. 25, 65193 Wiesbaden

7KLVLVVXH,W¶VWD[WLPH

Have you all gotten your taxes finished? If you have I am very happy for you. I am almost
finished, or rather my German Tax advisor is almost finished. She is waiting for our list of
³Haushaltsnahe Dienstleistungen´± or housing related expenses. These are partially
deductible so be sure to turn them in! No UHDOO\WKLV\HDU¶VWD[HVZLOOEHLQWHUHVWLQJ,DPLQ
P\VHFRQG\HDUDVRIILFLDOO\EHLQJ³VHOI-HPSOR\HG´7KH7D[$XWKRULWLHVZLOOEHORRNLQJ
carefully at my papers to be sure I am not just following a hobby! After a year of teaching,
translating and taking seminars every month, I just assume I will pass the acid test. But
one never knows, does one? Stay tuned!
6RPHRI\RXPLJKWKDYHWREHFRQFHUQHGDERXW³Scheinselbstständigkeit´ERJXVVHOIemployment, meaning you are self-employed but only working for one employer. Watch
out! This is a very serious subject. The rules will change in 2016 but for 2015 the old rules
hold. If you are free-lancing, it is important to have more than one employer. The authorities are getting very strict about this. I hope you saved all of your receipts, and I mean all of
them. You can set off some of the VAT you need to pay the State with the VAT you spend
on professional materials and courses. This also means bus and train tickets, parking
receipts, seriously! It all adds up. I finally found a tax advisor that helps me with all of this.
,W¶VQRWWRRH[SHQVLYHDQGLWIUHHVXSP\WLPHIRURWKHUWKLQJV$QGVKHLVRIFRXUVH
deductible.
Those of us who are American citizens must declare our income in an Income Tax form.
0RVWRIXVZRQ¶WHDUQHQRXJKhere to have to pay taxes in the U.S. but you still have to file.
In addition, the Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (FBAR) is a must. It must
EHILOHGDQQXDOO\DQGKDVD-XQHGHDGOLQH7KLVFDQRQO\EHGRQHHOHFWURQLFDOO\DQGGRHVQ¶W
WDNHORQJ7KH)%$5LVQ¶WIRUWD[SXUSRVHVVRGRQ¶WJHWQHUYRXVDERXWUHYHDOLQJWKH
PLOOLRQV\RX¶YHEHHQVWDVKLQJDZD\LQ*HUPDQEDQNV
6HULRXVO\LI\RXKDYHQ¶WEHHQGRLQJWKLV,ZRXOGVXJJHVW\RXJHWLQWRXFKZLWKan
American tax specialist over here and get your paperwork up to date. It is a pain, but worth
it in the end. The U.S. has very high penalties and late fees and they charge interest as
ZHOO7KH\GRQ¶WIRRODURXQGVRWDNHP\DGYLFHDQGJHW\RXUSDSHUZRUNGRQH.
+DYHDJUHDWVXPPHUEUHDNLI\RXKDYHDVXPPHUEUHDN7U\WRUHPHPEHUWKDWLW¶VD
LIFE-:25.%$/$1&(QRWWKHRWKHUZD\DURXQG«
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Your short cut to success
Short Courses: Compact courses now at A2 level

Help your experienced professionals to shine on the international stage! The Cornelsen Short Course Series offers fast
and focused support for business communication in English.
Five new books in the series now provide the same successful
format at A2 level. The course and unit structure have been
tailored to fit the needs of beginners with a professional
background and guarantee fast results.
■

Eight compact units cover the essential topics, while
guided exercises offer support and build learner
confidence in the crucial early stages

■

Realistic scenarios and dialogues focus on the phrases
and structures which are essential in the work-place

Short Courses at A2 level:
English for Emails
English for Socializing and Small Talk
English for Meetings
English for Telephoning
English for Presentations

Ordering and Customer Service
Phone: 0800 12 120 20, Email: service@cornelsen-schulverlage.de

Cornelsen Verlag
www.cornelsen.de

Regular Features
2IIWKHWRSRIP\KHDG«
Musings on learning and language
By Eileen McDonald
eileen.mcdonald@ettp.de

One way to stay cool this summer
6XPPHUWLPHDQGWKHIHHOLQJLVOD]\«WKHFRWWRQLVWKLFNDQGWKHVWXGHQWVDUHWKLQRQWKH
JURXQGJLYLQJXVPRUHOHLVXUHDQGOHVVLQFRPHEXWOHW¶VQRWZRUU\DERXWWKDWULJKWnow.
August days in the Rhine-Main-Neckar region can be so stiflingly hot that northerners like
PHFDQWKLQNRIQRWKLQJHOVHEXWKRZWRJHWFRRODQG,WKLQN,¶YHIRXQGWKHsolution.
,W¶Vall in the language you use. Let me demonstrate. Hey, ladies (and, hey guys, too),
forget Brexit, here are the really Big Questions: Do you have a go-to wardrobe hero? Is it a
luxe tee? What about an on-trend statement piece? Or have you indulged in an investment
piece lately? Pretty FRROHK"1RLGHDZKDW,¶PWDONLQJDERXW":HOO\RXREYLRXVO\GRQ¶W
UHDGWKHULJKWSXEOLFDWLRQVWKHQ7LPHWRFRQIHVV2QHRIP\³JXLOW\SOHDVXUHV´LVP\subscription WRWKH8.YHUVLRQRIDFHUWDLQODGLHV¶PDJD]LQHZKLFKDFWXDOO\VWDUWHGLQ*HUPDQ\
(though not many people in the UK know that) and it occupies a place in the market for the
no-nonsense 35+ age group, who are more interested in handcrafts, interior design and
real life stories than celebrity gossip. The fashion section is high street rather than haute
FRXWXUHWKHPDJD]LQH¶VFRUHUHDGHUVKLSSUHIHUULQJWRXVHWKHIUHHVHZLQJSDWWHUQLIWKH\
are interested in tailoring. Chanel, Tiffany and co. save their advertising budgets for the
cool glossy cousins, Cosmo, Elle. But the fashion and beauty editors of my magazine are
not without ambition, with the result that their expressions have begun to attract my attention LQWKHZD\VRPHRQH¶VYHUEDOWLFNRQFHQRWLFHGFDQQRORQJHUEHLJQRUHG.
Jargon is always fun to debunk so let me do some interpreting:
a wardrobe hero ± a piece of clothing which rescues you every time.
go-to - \RX¶OOILQG\RXUVHOIJRLQJWRLWDOOWKHWLPH(perhaps it GRHVQ¶WQHHGWREHLURQHG 
a luxe tee ± a deluxe T-shirt, i.e. one which has features which make it expensive and a
pain to wash.
on-trend ± WKHFXUUHQWO\IDVKLRQDEOHZD\RIVD\LQJ³LQIDVKLRQ´
a statement piece ± an item of clothing or jewelry which is louder than you are ± the sort
RIWKLQJ\RX¶OOORRNEDFNRQLQ\HDUVWLPHDQGDVN\RXUVHOIZKDWZHUH\RXWKLQNLQJRI
an investment piece ± an item of clothing which you will have to wear every day for the
next year to justify the price tag.
6RKDYLQJSURYHQ,FDQVSHDNIDVKLRQLVWDOHWPHUHYHDOWR\RXZKDWWKLVVHDVRQ¶VPXVWhave piece for ladies is: apparently a jumpsuit is the thing to have. For the uninitiated, a
jumpsuit is a one-piece item of clothing and, as the name suggests, it originated from the
uniforms used by airmen making parachute jumps. Now some of us are old enough to
remember the first appearance of jumpsuits on the fashion scene. Think Abba on the
LQVLGHVOHHYHRIWKH³$UULYDO´$OEXPEDFNLQVWDQGLQJE\DKHOLFRSWHUDWVXQVHWLQWKHLU
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white suits. Despite rocking the look with her tan accessories, I bet you Frida still mutters
the same remark to Agnetha later as you and I would: Dessa saker kan ser bra ut, men de
är en blodig pest när du behöver gå WLOOORR:HOO\HV2.ZH¶GVD\LWLQ(QJOLVK7KHVH
WKLQJVPLJKWORRNJUHDWEXWWKH\¶UHDbl+!dy pest when you need to go to the loo! Which is
ZK\,ZRQ¶WSHUVRQDOO\EHHPEUDFLQJWKLVSDUWLFXODUWUHQG,GLGLWRQFHDOUHDG\DVDteenager in a petrol-blue one-piece sleepsuit. Scottish bathrooms are not warm and having to
more or less strip off in the middle of the night to answer the call of nature leaves one
frozen and wide awake.
So must I really have this must-KDYHLWHP",PHDQUHDOO\",¶PLQFUHDVLQJO\DZDUHRIWKH
stealth advertising in seemingly informative articles. Of course there are pages marked
´promotion´RU´DGYHUWLVLQJIHDWXUH´EXWLQIDFWPDQ\of the other pages are also little more
than thinly-disguised advertising, singing the praises of the latest wardrobe hero, statement
SLHFHHWF´:HORYH´RU FULQJH ´:H¶UHORYLQJ´ &RFD&RODKDVDORWWRDQVZHUIRU ,
SRVVLEO\ZRXOGQ¶WQRWLFHWKHPDQLSXODWLRQLILWZHUHQ¶WIRUWKHOLQJXLVWLFDIIHFWDWLRQVXVHGWR
SXVKWKHSURGXFWVLQP\GLUHFWLRQ,¶YHUHDGHQRXJKFKLFNOLWVHWLQZRPHQ¶VPDJD]LQHpublisher to know that fashion and beauty editors write about those products which are made
available to them, so whichever brand courts them the most attentively will succeed in
getting them to publically declare their ardour for these items in the coolest terms possible.
There is a fine line between sounding impressively up-to-date and sounding affected. A
good many neologisims ZLOOKDYHVRXQGHGOLNHDIIHFWDWLRQVZKHQILUVWFRLQHGEXWLW¶VD
natural part of language development that if someone comes up with a new phrase and a
sufficient number of other people like it enough to copy it over a length of time, then those
dictionaries which take a descriptive rather than a prescriptive approach will start to include
it. For example, I note that in March 2016, the Oxford English Dictionary (OED) elected to
LQFOXGHDPRQJVWRWKHUWKLQJVWKHQHZZRUGV´YORJ´ WKHYLGHRFRQWHQWRIDEORJ DQG
´EUR´ DEEUHYLDWLRQRIEURWKHUDOVRXVHGLQ86VODQJDVDZRUGIRU´PDWHEXGG\´ :KLOHWKH
first of these neologisms follows the familiar path of adapting an existing word to describe
an advance in technology, the second demonstrates that age-old human trait: laziness.
7KHUH¶VDVD\LQJWKDW´IDPLOLDULW\EUHHGVFRQWHPSW´DQGWKHUHPD\EHVRPHWUXWKLQWKDW,¶G
say that linguistic familiarity breeds abbreviation. Not to mention the pace of life where we
KDYHWRFRPPXQLFDWHHYHU\WKLQJDVIDVWDVSRVVLEOHQRZDLW,GRQ¶WKDYHWLPHWRZULWH´DV
IDVWDVSRVVLEOH´,¶GEHWWHUZULWH´$6$3´LQVWHDG
One of the advantages of being in the UK as frequently as I am is a chance to hear what
people are really saying. I get these little shocks when I hear my 50-something friends
coming out with phrases which sound like media figures trying to sound on trend. Here are
three which have come to my attention, all of which result from abbreviating:
Simple as.
,W¶VDVVLPSOHDVWKDW
Who knew? = Who would have known/guessed?
Go figure.
= Go and figure that one out.
6ROHW¶VSXWWKHVHLQWRDWRSLFDOcontext: How can you live to be 90 and be as fit as the
Queen? You eat and drink in moderation and keep fit by walking your Corgis. Simple as.
And who knew? When the Queen is off duty she likes to relax watching soaps and doing
crossword puzzles. But as to why Her Majesty was persuaded to wear such an ugly neongreen on her birthday...well, go figure!
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ELTAF's grammar epistle:
Rules & communicative language teaching
By Paul Abbott
pabbott@gmx.net
Like some other teachers of English who are native speakers of English, I started my
career with a somewhat vague understanding of English grammar. If the language school
that gave me my first contract had made it dependent on my ability to explain the use of
some and many then I probably would have gone home without a contract. Apparently they
had other priorities. To my credit I understood that an English grammar existed and that
teachers were wise to somehow teach it.
Today I have an improved understanding. Grammar involves rules and the rules govern
how the elements of a language combine. They play a role, I am tempted to say a very
important role, in the creation of meaning. Teachers are wise to somehow teach grammar
because ± DQGWKLVPXVWKDYHEHHQVRPHRQH¶VLQVLJKWDQXPEHURI\HDUVDJR± learners
might learn more efficiently if they learn the rules that govern combination rather than
memorize a corpus of possible combinations. The same approach is influential in the
teaching of other systems like music and mathematics. Learn the rules and a few elements
at the start and then start combining.
This insight dominated language teaching for a long time. It is I believe at the heart of the
grammar/translation approach (GT), an approach by which teachers present grammar
rules and a selection of vocabulary to learners who are supposed to practice the rules with
worksheets, translate the vocabulary and listen to the sounds associated with it. I can
recall my brother listening to a record for his French class back in the early 1970s. Some
students get to memorize a phonetic alphabet. Then teachers give learners a dialogue or a
WH[WWRWUDQVODWHDQGXOWLPDWHO\WKHUH¶VDWHVWZLWKDWUDQVODWLRQ3URJUHVVLYHLQLWVGD\*7
ZDVKRZJHQHUDWLRQVRIOHDUQHUVPDGHWKHLUILUVWDWWHPSWVWRDFTXLUH(QJOLVK,KDYHQ¶W
used a translation in a test in years.
Inherent to the concept of grammar is a standard, a sense of right and wrong with regard
to how an expression is formed. Native speakers are natural authorities with regard to the
grammaticality of expressions in their mother tongue. In a flash we can hear an expression
and judge its grammaticality. Accounting for our judgement is another issue. Arguably
English teachers should be equipped with an active understanding of English grammar so
that we can judge an expression and account for how we arrive at our judgement. This can
be important in a classroom full of learners whose judgements can differ. Establishing a
common standard for usage the teacher acts as a normative influence, deciding on who is
right and who is wrong when 2 students disagree, for example about the grammaticality of
³/DVWZHHN,KDYHEHHQWRWKH]RR´
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Beyond recommending that our performance as parents could improve if we reviewed the
genders of some tough German nouns, my first grammar epistle offered few normative
exhortations. There was hardly a glimmer of grammar in the column, which may have been
a good thing given some of what I wrote. In contrast, I celebrated everyday language and
reflected on my use of it. This might be perceived as a holistic approach to the topic, an
approach that proclaims the primacy of communication and champions teaching methods
that coax learners to use the target language authentically from the moment they enter the
learning environment. In contrast to GT, this approach can discourage explicit reviews of
UXOHVDQGPLJKWHYHQVHHJUDPPDUDVDQREVWDFOHWROHDUQLQJ,W¶VDQDSSURDFKDWWKH
heart of communicative language teaching (CLT).
CLT is used widely in EFL programs in Germany if not throughout Europe. Evidence is
provided by Notting Hill Gate, the textbook that my daughter is using in her public
secondary school here in Frankfurt. This book is organized around everyday themes.
Learners are led via the themes to work with particular collocations and structures that can
have grammatical correlates. When a grammatical correlate is relevant then opportunities
to focus on it are provided by the book. These opportunities include references to the
traditional vocabulary of language teaching, for example to parts of speech or tenses. The
opportunities are distinctly supplementary to the themes ± just the other day my daughter
UHSRUWHG³:HGRQ¶WGRJUDPPDUGDGG\´:KHQQHFHVVDU\DWHDFKHUFDQGLUHFWNLGVWRWKH
opportunities. Would it be possible for 5th graders in a public school here in Frankfurt to go
through a whole year of English without hearing from their teachers about do and English
simple tenses? Maybe. My daughter is exposed to do and English simple tenses while
working on the themes in Notting Hill Gate. Her subsequent use of the mechanism can be
HYDOXDWHGZLWKRXWWU\LQJWRJHWKHUWROLVWHQWRDWHDFKHUVD\³7RQHJDWHDQGDVNTXHVWLRQV
in a simple tense introduce do. In this role, do is a helping verb and not the English
translation of tun.´&/7VHHPVWRXUJHXVWRGRZLWKRXWODQJXDJHDERXWODQJXDJHDQG
CLT advocates might argue, if learners can make progress without it, then by all means
make progress without it.
Advocates of CLT surely have their hearts in the right place. Among them are venerable
practitioners whose work inspired me when I was getting started over 20 years ago. These
brave teachers called on us to play with language and have fun in the classroom. They
encouraged us to rethink the role of the teacher and to find content in the contributions of
learners. They recognized that successful communication does not have to wait until
students pass a test. With the support of educational reformers, they led much of the
profession away from the authoritarianism of GT. I do not doubt that they have helped
countless learners and substantially improved English language teaching. Is their contribution the reason why English thrives as the lingua franca? Is CLT the reason why demand
for English teaching remains strong?
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:KLOH&/7LVQRWDPRQROLWKLFLGHRORJ\WKHUHDUHVRPHGLVFHUQDEOHSULQFLSOHV)LUVWWKHUH¶V
the observation that learners learn best when they take responsibility for their learning, as
well as the corresponding belief that teachers and more broadly the language learning
environment can, and maybe should, help learners take responsibility. Empowerment of
learners is central to CLT. Secondly, authenticity facilitates empowerment: learners
experience responsibility through authentic communication, which is task-based or
LQYROYHVHYHU\GD\WKHPHV/HW¶VWDONDERXWZKDWZHGRHYHU\GD\DERXWZKDWZHGLGODVW
night, about how we get to yes with our American partners. These are authentic speaking
tasks. In a CLT syllabus such as that employed by Notting Hill Gate they are at the center
of the learning environment. Grammar explanations show up in the supplement at the back
of the book. In contrast, a traditional syllabus such as that used by the Soars in their
Headway series supplements grammar with communicative tasks.
This highlights a third principle shared by CLT syllabi: their developers apparently hold that
explicit discussions of grammar can undermine authenticity. Discussions of grammar
undermine authenticity by luring learners away from task-based or everyday themed or
functional communication and to a threateningly complex, arguably artificial discussion.
Some advocates of CLT may deny the existence of grammar, arguing that language
cannot exist beyond context and culture, maybe citing the fact that languages change.
Who uses whom anymore? I bet however that most advocates of CLT acknowledge the
importance of grammar. Furthermore I suggest that CLT teaches it. In fact CLT teaches
the most important grammar rule of all in English. Above all, learners in CLT environments
build English sentences. Arguably the most important grammar rule in English is that the
subject must immediately precede the finite verb, which can be followed by an Object: S ±
V (± O). When learners can master this task, especially learners whose mother tongue
allows them to put pretty much anything including a nominative noun phrase in front of the
verb, then they have learned an important rule in English grammar.
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Time for TEA
(Testing, Evaluation and Assessment)
By Judith Mader
j.mader@fs.de

Letting students take the lead in assessment ± why, what, how?
This time I am writing about something practical; what my department has done to allow
university students more flexibility and autonomy in oral assessment. The level concerned
is C1.
In the English option of the compulsory Language module, we were finding it difficult to
keep producing new, up-to-date and challenging content for all the oral assessment
sessions. As we already allowed students to choose the topic for their assessed presentations, it was decided to extend the choice of topic to other tasks. One assessment task for
WKHVWXGHQWV¶ILQDOFRXUVHVFRUHLVRUJDQL]LQJDQGSHUIRUPLQJLQDVWUXFWXUHGJURXSSDQHO
discussion, up to recently, on a topic and with material given. We decided to let students
choose the topic and do the research themselves. The final performance of a panel
discussion on a specific topic with students taking different roles and presenting various
aspects of the topic is then assessed. Topics chosen have ranged from abortion to Brexit
(!) and prices of pharmaceutical products.
Several objections were raised by students and instructors, but I will mention only two
KHUH7KHVWXGHQWV¶PDLQREMHFWLRQZDVWKDWWKH\KDYHPRUHSUHSDUDWLRQDQGGLVFXVVLRQ
EHIRUHKDQG7KHLQVWUXFWRUV¶PDLQREMHFWLRQZDVWKDWVWXGHQWVVKRXOGQ¶WPDNHWKHVH
decisions. Having looked a little into autonomous assessment, I found that learners can
make assessment decisions at much lower ages and language levels and the consequences are positive. If you are interested in finding out more about autonomous learning
and self- and autonomous assessment this article provides a useful overview:
http://ddd.uab.cat/pub/lal/11337397n7/11337397n7p49.pdf.
7KHLQVWUXFWRUV¶REMHFWLRQVFDQEHFRXQWHUHGE\WZRPDLQDUJXPHQWV6WXGHQWVGRQRW
decide on grades. There may be reasons for doing this elsewhere but this assessment is
too high-stakes. Allowing students to make decisions on content gives motivated students
the opportunity to perform at their best and is more authentic than obliging them to carry
out tasks which are imposed on them. There is no reason why criteria should not also be
discussed with students. It goes without saying that assessment criteria should be transparent to everyone! The outcome of all these steps has been overall satisfaction both with
the performance and the results of oral assessment.

This is to be the subject of a talk at the TEASIG 2016 conference in beautiful Aigle in
Switzerland so if you are interested why not comes along! You can find out more about the
conference at http://teasig.iatefl.org.
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English-speaking country culture
A series about the culture in English-speaking countries, which can be shared in the
classroom

India
By Malini Roy
roym26@googlemail.com

³7KH%ULWLVKOHIWEHFDXVHZHVWDUWHGVSHDNLQJLQ(QJOLVK´
7KDW¶VDOLWWOHSRVWFRORQLDOJHPXWWHUHGE\SRSXODU,QGLDQ79VKRZKRVWDQGIRUPHU0799-
Cyrus Broacha. It is, on one hand, a self-mocking indictment of the desecration of the
English language by the inheritors of the Raj. It is also, in historical retrospect, a statement
that rings eerily true. Way back in 1835, when British statesman Lord Macaulay had
SUHVHQWHGKLV³0LQXWHRQ,QGLDQ(GXFDWLRQ´KHSURSRVHGWRLPSDUW(QJOLVK-language
HGXFDWLRQWR³DFODVV´ZKRPLJKWEHFRPH³LQWHUSUHWHUV´EHWZHHQWKHUXOHUVDQGWKHUXOHG
³,QGLDQLQEORRGDQGcolourEXW(QJOLVKLQWDVWHVLQRSLQLRQVLQPRUDOVDQGLQLQWHOOHFW´
6FDUFHO\FRXOG0DFDXOD\KDYHNQRZQWKDWWKLV³FODVV´ZRXOGHYHQWXDOO\HQJHQGHUDSDQIndian intellectual elite of the likes of freedom-fighter Gandhi. In 1931, when a curious
reporter quizzed Gandhi about his meeting with King George V--clad, as usual, in loincloth
and sandals²*DQGKLUHVSRQGHGWKDW+LV0DMHVW\³ZDVZHDULQJHQRXJKIRUERWKRIXV´
wryly turning the tables upon the acquisitive logic of Empire through his perfect command
of its language.
Today, English has been homed as an official language of the Indian State, and remains
interwoven with the political, economic and cultural fabric of the country, although
predominant amongst socially advantaged sections and spoken with native proficiency by
only about 4% of the population. Observers will readily notice differences in the everyday
use of English in India from varieties in the UK, the USA, and Australia, where English is
WKHPDMRULW\¶VQDWLYHODQJXDJH,QGHHG(QJOLVKVSRNHQLQ,QGLDWRGD\RFFDVLRQDOO\VRXQGV
FORVHWRWKH³Baboo (QJOLVK´RIFRORQLDO-era clerks, parodied in Amitav *KRVK¶VQRYHO6HD
of Poppies within the speech patterns of the character Nob Kissin³,WROGKLPWRFRPHEDFN
after some days and funds would be there. But how is he to come? Expired, no, after one
ZHHN"´ ).

18

ELTAF Magazine / Summer 2016

Regular Features
The English used in such sentences is likely to jangle to the ears of speakers from
HOVHZKHUHDWWKHOHYHORIJUDPPDUUDWKHUWKDQPHDQLQJDQGKDVELUWKHGWKHWHUP³,QGLDQ
(QJOLVK´7KLVWHUPFDQEHFRQVLGHUHGWREHDYDULHW\RI³:RUOGEnglishes´RU³*OREDO
Englishes´FRQFHSWVGHULYHGIURPWKHSLRQHHULQJZRUNRIOLQJXLVWBraj Kachru, who foregrounded and legitimised the non-native varieties of English in former colonies such as in
India, Singapore, and Nigeria. Other scholars have, however, rejected the monolithic
PRGHORIDQ³,QGLDQ(QJOLVK´LQYLHZRIWKHYDVWGLIIHUHQFHVLQ(QJOLVKXVHGDFURVVWKH
Indian subcontinent. Nevertheless, there seems to be a shared idiom of English peculiar to
WKLVJHRJUDSKLFDO]RQHWDNHIRULQVWDQFHDIHPDOHSROLFHRIILFHU¶VREVHUYDWLRQLQWKH
northern state of U.P., quoted without annotation in the leading southern Indian daily The
+LQGX³$OOmahila thanas in U.P. are bakwaas´$UHDGHUVXSHUILFLDOO\IDPLOLDUZLWKWKH
regionally ambient languages Hindi or Urdu would have no difficulty in translating the
VHQWHQFHLQWR6WDQGDUG(QJOLVKDV³:RPHQ¶VSULVRQVLQ83DUHQRQVHQVH´
&ULWLFVRIWKHQRWLRQRI³,QGLDQ(QJOLVK´QRQHWKHOHVVKDYHSRLQWHGRXWWKDWWKHJUDPPDU
and syntax of English written by educated Indian speakers often deviates little from
Standard English--commonly, British or more recently, American English. So where, in this
topology of language, do we place the global literary phenomenon loosely termed as
³,QGLDQ:ULWLQJLQ(QJOLVK´"7KHRULJLQVRIWKLVSKHQRPHQRQJREDFNWRZLWKWKH
publication of The Travels of Dean Mahomet, where the narrator rode the crest of
(XURSHDQIL[DWLRQVXSRQWKH³2ULHQW´DQGH[RWLFODQGVIDVKLRQDEOHDWWKHWLPH7KURXJKWKH
19th and early 20th centuries, English writing in India flowered chiefly in works of nonILFWLRQ-DZDKDUODO1HKUX¶VThe Discovery of India (1946) with its erudite mix of history,
SKLORVRSK\DQGSHUVRQDOUHIOHFWLRQEHLQJDSULPHH[DPSOH7KURXJKWLPH0DFDXOD\¶V
FODULRQFDOOWRSURGXFHD³FODVV´RIEURZQ-bodied white souls received a death-knell in the
Indian fiction writers of the 20th century. Raja Rao, in 1974, asserted his confident ownership RIWKHODQJXDJH³:HFDQQRWZULWHOLNHWKH(QJOLVK:HVKRXOGQRW´,QKLVEUHDNZLWK
Anglo-Saxon culture, Raja Rao could have been speaking for Salman Rushdie, whose
0LGQLJKW¶V&KLOGUHQ(1981) yanked the South Asian landscape onto the English canon,
blazing forth a roll call of winners and nominees of international awards, who include
Arundhati Roy, Vikram Seth, Amit Chaudhuri, Amitav Ghosh, Aravind Adiga, and Neel
Mukherjee. However, if 300-page tomes about La Bête humaine happen not to be your cup
of chai, you can always turn to the millennial chick lit of Anuja Chauhan, the campus
novels of Chetan Bhagat, or the crime fiction of Kalpish Ratna.
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Recipe: Kofta (Meatball) Curry
This Anglo-Indian recipe is adapted from The Calcutta Cookbook (1995) published in
Kolkata, formerly called Calcutta, which happened to be the capital of British India until
1911. This gustatory delight captures wonderfully the melting pot (pun intended!) of its
parent Eastern and Western cultures.
Ingredients:
Koftas
1 kg minced beef
2 tsp ginger, chopped
2 tsp garlic, chopped
5 green chillies/chilli peppers, chopped
1 tsp parsley, chopped
½ tsp turmeric
2 tbsp flour
salt as per taste
Gravy
3 onions, ground
1-inch piece ginger, ground
6 cloves garlic, ground
2 green cardamoms, ground
3 cloves, ground
2-inch piece cinnamon, ground
1 tsp turmeric
4 tbsp oil
2 bay leaves
2 cloves
2 green cardamoms
1-inch piece cinnamon
1 cup water
salt as per taste
Mix minced beef with 2 tbsp flour, ginger, garlic, green chillies, parsley, turmeric and salt.
Make small balls (koftas) from the mixture and roll in flour.
Fry the oil in a wok. Lower heat and fry koftas till they turn brown and remove from wok.
Fry the spices for the gravy in the oil in the wok for 5 minutes. Add bay leaves, cloves,
green cardamoms and cinnamon and fry for 5 more minutes until the spices turn brown
and oil floats. Add water, koftas and salt. Cover and simmer for 15 minutes.
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Places to practice speaking English
A series about where you and your students can meet other people and practice speaking
English as well as widening all sorts of horizons

Deutsch-Britische Gesellschaft RheinMain
c/o Phorms-Schule Frankfurt Fürstenbergerstraße 3-9, 60322 Frankfurt
am Main, http://www.debrige.de
Phone: 069-17392554, Email: dbg.rhein-main@phorms.de
By Nick Jefcoat, Chairman of the Board

The DBG RheinMain e.V. fosters German-British dialogue on cultural, political, social and
economic matters. We organise talks on topics of relevance to both countries by guest
speakers mainly from Britain and are responsible, jointly with the Johann-WolfgangGoethe-Universität, Frankfurt am Main, for the Dagmar-Westberg-Universitätspreis. The
DBG RheinMain e.V. is an independent, private society without political affiliation. It is our
aim to promote German-British relations.
The Deutsch-Englische Gesellschaft was founded in 1949 and renamed in 2001 as the
Deutsch-Britische Gesellschaft. Over the years, many highly regarded politicians, diplomats, academics, journalists, lawyers, and literary, political, cultural, science and business
experts have accepted our invitation to speak at DBG events. Typically we organise one
event per month, usually on a Thursday evening mid-month. Our events normally take
place at the Frankfurter Presseclub. They provide ample opportunity to practise speaking
English, with both native speakers and German nationals who have a close affinity to
Britain, by arriving early and/or staying on for discussion after the main event.
2016 marks three important anniversaries: the 90th birthday of Her Majesty the Queen
Elizabeth II, the 50th anniversary of the city partnership between Frankfurt and
Birmingham, and the 400th anniversary of the death of William Shakespeare. Accordingly
ZHKDYHDQXPEHURIVSHFLDOHYHQWVLQFOXGLQJÄ6KDNHVSHDUHLQWKH*DUGHQ± Hortus
Inclusus³DSOD\LQ(QJOLVKLQWKHPalmengartenDMD]]FRQFHUWÄTwinspiration³IHDWXULQJ
the Soweto Kinch Quartet from Birmingham, also in the Palmengarten; and another
RXWGRRUHYHQWLQ6HSWHPEHUE\ZD\RIILQDOFHOHEUDWLRQRI+04¶VWKELUWKGD\.
While we naturally welcome all new members, we are especially keen to attract interest
from the younger generation. Membership costs ¼50 p.a. (¼75 p.a. for couples, ¼25 for
students). We encourage guests to make a modest financial contribution per event or,
SUHIHUDEO\WREHFRPHPHPEHUVRQFHWKH\KDYHDWWHQGHGDIHZ³WHVWHYHQWV´
Lastly, a word on Brexit: while we are saddened by the decision of the majority of the
British electorate to leave the EU, we do not expect any significant impact on the DBG
RheinMain e.V., whose Board will continue to promote German-British dialogue and
relations with at least the same energy and commitment as before.
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The Special Interest Groups (SIG) of the International
Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign
Language (IATEFL)
Literature, Media and Cultural Studies
(LCMS)
By Chris Lima, SIG Coordinator and Eveline Reichel, Events
Coordinator, reichel@bluewin.ch
In this brief contribution, I would like to introduce the Literature, Media,
Cultural Studies (Special Interest Group LMCS SIG) at the International
Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign Language (IATEFL). I
currently occupy the position of our SIG Events coordinator. Our SIG is
active in introducing and promoting the teaching and use of literary and other media, such
as film, drama, music and visual arts, into teaching and learning.
2016 has been a very special year for us as we celebrate the 400th anniversary of William
6KDNHVSHDUH¶VGHDWK7KHUHIRUHRXU6,*SUH-conference event, which always takes place
RQWKHGD\EHIRUHWKH,$7()/$QQXDO&RQIHUHQFHEHJLQVZDVHQWLWOHGµ:RUGV:RUGV
:RUGV¶- Shakespeare in the Language Classroom. The event opened with Jeremy Harmer
DQGKLVJXLWDUEULQJLQJ6KDNHVSHDUH¶VVRQJVWROLIHWRWKHSDUWLFLSDQWV:HZHUH
honoured to welcome Professor David Chrystal, the patron of IATEFL, who concluded the
pre-FRQIHUHQFHGD\ZLWKDQLQWHUHVWLQJDQGH[FLWLQJWDONRQ6KDNHVSHDUH¶V2ULJLQDO
Pronunciation (OP). We also counted on well-known speakers, such as Claudia Ferradas,
Alan Pulverness and Rob Hill, Martin Peacock, representing the British Council, and Lisa
Peter from the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust among others. It was a delightful and most
inspiring day spent with teachers, teacher trainers, and authors, who at the end of the day,
had made many new friends. As SDUWRIWKLV\HDU¶VVSHFLDOFHOHEUDWLRQVWKH6,*PHPEHUV
were even able to spend a day, before the event, in Stratford-upon-Avon, enjoying most
YDOXDEOHWDONVYLVLWLQJ6KDNHVSHDUH¶V%LUWKSODFHDQGRWKHUKLVWRULFEXLOGLQJV7KLVORYHO\
day ended at the Swan Theatre with a performance of Doctor Faustus by Christopher
Marlowe, a contemporary of Shakespeare.
In our SIG we believe it not only is a privilege to be able to include literature, media and
culture in our teaching, but also it would be almost impossible and a great loss, not to do
so. We believe that enjoying literature is a key not only to language but also to unknown
cultures, be they from the past or from different places around the world. We welcome all
those who share the same passion as us to join the LMCS! For further information on our
SIG do not hesitate to contact me. Being based in Switzerland I am not too far away from
)UDQNIXUWDQGZRXOGORYHWRPHHW\RXEHIRUHRUDWQH[W\HDU¶V,$7()/&RQIHUHQFHLQ
Glasgow, and I look forward to meeting some of you at the Pre-Conference Day of our
LMCS SIG.
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New!

Straight to First!
Straight to First is a new intensive course that prepares students
for the Cambridge English: First exam.
▶ Each part of the exam is covered in the course.
▶ A grammar reference section provides thorough explanations
of the language presented.
▶ A comprehensive Writing Base focuses on all the tasks found
in the exam.
▶ The answer key for all exercises in the Student’s Book makes it
easy to use in the classroom or as a self-study course.
▶ Digital components allow ﬂexible learning.

Straight to First
Student’s Book Premium
(including Online Workbook and Key)
€ 39,99 •
ISBN 978-3-19-212710-6
Student’s Book with 2 Audio-CDs
and Webcode
€ 26,99 •
ISBN 978-3-19-202710-9

For further Information:
www.hueber.de

Hueber Verlag
Baubergerstraße 30
D-80992 München
Deutschland

Tel.: +49 (0)89 9602-9603
Fax: +49 (0)89 9602-286
E-Mail: kundenservice@hueber.de
www.hueber.de

Articles
Continuous professional development
(CPD)
By Clare Fielder
fielder@uni-trier.de

CPD ± Yes you can!
Continuous professional development, CPD, is a concept that sounds so big. Some
WHDFKHUVWKLQNLW¶VEH\RQGWKHLUUHDFKRUDWOHDVWVRPHWKLQJWKH\KDYHQ¶WJRWWLPHIRU7KLV
article summarises my CPD posts on www.ClaresELTCompendium.wordpress.com, with
the aim of encouraging more ELT teachers to get active in their CPD by showing how easy
it can be! I see CPD as any activity that enhances your skills, knowledge, or understanding
of any aspect of your work. I distinguish four key stages that such an activity might have:
Reflect ² Plan ² Act ² Evaluate
If you approach the easy-to-do activities below with this reflective framework in mind, they
will all be valuable for you and your CPD journey!

1. Blogs
Reading blog posts and considering how these apply to your own teaching, discovering
new activity ideas, or engaging in debates ± it all helps you develop further insight and
expertise. There are several well-known blogs you might like to start with:
http://scottthornbury.wordpress.com
http://david-crystal.blogspot.de/
http://teacherrebootcamp.com/
These are rather general, though, and there are countless blogs on more specific ELT
topics (e.g. Business English, YLs, ESP), which might be more relevant for your context. A
*RRJOHVHDUFKZLOOILQG\RXZKDW\RX¶UHORRNLQJIRU2QFH\RX¶YHIRXQGDIHZWKDW\RXOLNH
PDNHVXUH\RX³VXEVFULEH´WRUHFHLYHXSGDWHVRQWKHLUQHZSRVWV
2. Reflection groups & learning networks
In a Reflection Group, colleagues meet (semi-)regularly to discuss and reflect together. I
find giving it a name helps participants feel they have done something constructive, rather
WKDQMXVWµKDYLQJDFKDW¶<RXFDQPDNH\RXUJHW-togethers as informal as desired, providing the atmosphere is supportive and you can all share your experiences, questions, and
ideas. To get meetings started, it can help to propose some guiding questions, or take
turns presenting a problem/discussion topic, etc.

24

ELTAF Magazine / Summer 2016

Articles
<RXUUHIOHFWLRQJURXSFDQIRUPSDUWRI\RXU³3HUVRQDO/HDUQLQJ1HWZRUN´ 3/1 FRQVLVWLQJ
of colleagues who provide each other with support and professional advice. Nowadays,
PDQ\SHRSOHXVH³3/1´WRUHIHUWRDQRQOLQHJURXSZKLFK\RXFDQGHYHORSWKURXJK«
± blogs
± Twitter (Follow me @Clare2ELT)
± social networks like Facebook
± professional networking sites like Xing.com or LinkedIn
± English teaching sites such as teachingenglish.org.uk
3. Magazines & journals
Some of the best-NQRZQPDJD]LQHVIRUILQGLQJRXWZKDW¶VKDSSHQLQJLQ(/7DUHModern
English Teacher ZKLFK³NHHSV\RXXS-to-date with latest developments and trends in
(/7WKHRU\DQGWKLQNLQJ´ DQGHumanising Language Teaching Magazine ³DPDJD]LQH
RQWKHZHEIRU(QJOLVKWHDFKHUVORRNLQJIRULGHDVDQGLQWHUHVWHGLQWHDFKHUGHYHORSPHQW´ 
7KHUH¶VDOVREL GazetteDIUHH³QHZVSDSHUIRU(QJOLVKODQJXDJHDQGLQWHUQDWLRQDO
HGXFDWLRQ´
,I\RX¶UHLQWHUHVWHGLQWKHWKHRUHWLFDORUUHVHDUFKVLGHVRIWKLQJVWZRJR-to journals are:
ELT JournalZKLFK³OLQNVWKHHYHU\GD\FRQFHUQVRISUDFWLWLRQHUVZLWKLQVLJKWVJDLQHGIURP
relevant academic disciplines such as applied linguistics, education, psychology, and
VRFLRORJ\´
TESOL QuarterlyZKLFK³IRVWHUVLQTXLU\LQWR(QJOLVKODQJXDJHWHDFKLQJDQGOHDUQLQJE\
providing a forum for TESOL professionals to share their research findings and explore
LGHDVDQGUHODWLRQVKLSVLQWKHILHOG´
There are also numerous more specific journals, and you can always use Google Scholar
to find articles, many of which are free, on any specific aspect of ELT that interests you.
4. Peer observation
2EVHUYLQJSHHUVVKRZV\RXZKDWDFWXDOO\KDSSHQVLQFROOHDJXHV¶FODVVURRPVDQGSURYLGHV
a more concrete basis for reflections regarding your own teaching, rather than abstract
descriptions of teaching practices in textbooks; and is much more authentic than the ideal
VFHQDULRV\RXPLJKWRWKHUZLVHEHOHGWRLPDJLQHZKHQWKLQNLQJDERXWRWKHUWHDFKHUV¶
lessons!
Likewise, being observed and getting feedback from colleagues might offer fresh perspectives on your teaching. You could ask observers just to describe what happened; hearing
how someone else saw your lesson might prompt some self-UHIOHFWLRQ,I\RX¶GSUHIHUD
slightly more evaluative approach, aim to stay constructive when receiving and giving
feedback.
7RPDNHSHHUREVHUYDWLRQHIIHFWLYHLW¶VLPSRUWDQWWRKDYHVRPHWKLQJWREDVHWKHSRVWREVHUYDWLRQGLVFXVVLRQRQ,¶GVXJJHVW\RXFKRRVHDIRFXVIRUWKHREVHUYDWLRQVEHIRUH\RX
start. Peer observation opens up the communication about your teaching practices, and
that is developmentally very beneficial for all of you!
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5. Professional organisations
Some networking and sharing of ideas beyond your immediate context is key to
professional development, and can be achieved by joining an organization such as:
IATEFL (International Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign Language)
IATEFL has been a constant source of inspiration and CPD opportunities for me. Members
UHFHLYHWKHELPRQWKO\QHZVOHWWHUDFRS\RIµ&RQIHUHQFH6HOHFWLRQV¶IURPWKHDQQXDO
conference, free membership in a Special Interest Group with newsletters and events,
cheaper subscriptions to some big journals, and a cheaper registration rate for the annual
conference. They also host free monthly webinars.
TESOL International Association
7KH\VHHWKHPVHOYHVDVD³JOREDODQGFROODERUDWLYHFRPPXQLW\FRPPLWWHGWRFUHDWLQJD
ZRUOGRIRSSRUWXQLW\WKURXJKWHDFKLQJ(QJOLVKWRVSHDNHUVRIRWKHUODQJXDJHV´,I\RXYLVLW
their website you see their wide variety of services and activities. If you take the time to
click through, you will definitely find something that is relevant for you.
6. Seminars & workshops
At certain stages of your career, taking a training course can help make significant
progress as an ELT teacher. Teachers just starting an ELT career could consider:
± &DPEULGJH(QJOLVK¶V³7HDFKHU.QRZOHGJH7HVW³
± 7ULQLW\&ROOHJH¶V³&HUW7(62/´
± &DPEULGJH(QJOLVK¶V³&(/7$³
Teachers with some experience might consider:
± &DPEULGJH(QJOLVK¶V³,Q-6HUYLFH&HUWLILFDWHLQ(QJOLVK/DQJXDJH7HDFKLQJ³
± &DPEULGJH(QJOLVK¶V³'(/7$³
± 7ULQLW\&ROOHJH¶V³'LS7(62/³
These are internationally recognised qualifications, which clearly has advantages. The
main disadvantages are that they can be expensive, and you usually have to find
accredited examination centres to be able to complete them. They are also pretty general
in scope and may not always be directly relevant to your teaching situation.
What you might like to do, then, is find something closer to home. For example, your local
university might offer relevant seminar courses, or publishers might offer workshops on
implementing their materials. Some professional organisations, like ELTAF, host one-day
workshops or seminars, too. There are also distance-learning courses, e.g. by The Open
University, and numerous online courses and webinars that you can join, e.g. on
www.futurelearn.com or www.evosessions.pbworks.com
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7. Conferences
There are so many reasons why attending a conference gives your CPD a boost. Here are
just a few:
± networking with like-minded people
± keeping up-to-date with trends and developments
± gathering ideas and materials for the classroom
± getting involved in current debates
± growing understanding of ELT in a wider context
± sharing your own ideas or research
With so many ELT conferences, though, participating in them all would devour ridiculous
amounts of time and money! When selecting a conference to attend, and in setting yourself
VRPHDLPV,¶GVXJJHVWHPSOR\LQJWKHIUDPHZRUN,PHQWLRQHGHDUOLHU:
Reflect ² Plan ² Act ² Evaluate

5HIOHFWRQDUHDVRI\RXUWHDFKLQJ\RX¶GOLNHWRGHYHORSSODQZKLFKFRQIHUHQFHWRDWWHQG
and which talks/workshops. Then attend, and evaluate how helpful it was, how you can
apply what you heard/learnt to your own work, and how you could develop further. Once
\RX¶UHLQWKLVF\FOH\RXFDQFRQWLQXHGHYHORSLQJSURIHVVLRQDOO\&3'
>$OOTXRWHVDUHIURPSXEOLFDWLRQV¶RUJDQLVDWLRQV¶ own websites]
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How did Neurolanguage Coaching®
develop?
By Rachel M. Paling
Director of Efficient Language Coaching
info@languagecoachingcertification.com
www.efficientlanguagecoaching.com
www.languagecoachingcertifiction.com
2YHUWKHODVWILIWHHQ\HDUVWKHUHKDVEHHQDGHILQLWHWUHQGWRZDUGV³ODQJXDJHFRDFKLQJ´
and Neurolanguage Coaching actually goes one step further with the introduction of the
principles of neuroscience pervading the learning process. What is Neurolanguage Coaching? It is an approach that introduces the following into the language learning process:
± principles and tools of life coaching
± ethics and competencies of being a coach of the International Coaching Federation
± principles from neuroscience and in particular how the brain learns; neuroplasticity and
neurogenesis; the impact that a teacher/educator can have on the learner´s limbic
system and how to coach our learners whenever their limbic systems are under a threat
response
± how the brain learns through association and how to provoke connections from native
to target language
± comprehending the thinking brain and the performing brain and the brain´s learning
journey
± a clear goal and action setting process where the goals come from the learner and not
from the teacher
± a definite structure to the language learning process, based on a step by step build up
of language
± a clear goal review process to enable a subjective measurement of progress and
success
± the ability to deliver any grammar topic through coaching conversations that allow the
learner to learn grammar in a brain-friendly and non-threatening (to the limbic system)
manner
About 140 language teachers worldwide have taken the Neurolanguage Coaching course
to become an accredited Neurolanguage Coach (ICF CCE accreditation). Some of their
testimonies describe life changing experiences:
http://www.languagecoachingcertification.com/language-coaching/testimonials
The impact on language learners is evident. Most lose their fear to speak and often forget
that they are speaking in a foreign language, as they are in a relaxed and trustworthy
learning environment. They connect more quickly to the target language as the coach is
constantly guiding those connections. They are much more focused on their goals as they
take more ownership and responsibility for goals that they personally have set and learners
have much more awareness as to how they learn, as we know from the neuroscience that
no two brains are the same and we assist our learners to understand more about how the
brain learns.
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Your digital assistant for modern lessons
By Jan-Gerrit Wevers, Cornelsen Verlag
³7LPHLVZKDWZHZDQWPRVWEXWZKDWZHXVHZRUVW´± William Penn.
Even LIKHZDVQ¶WWDONLQJDERXWWHDFKLQJZKHQKHVDLGLWWKLVTXRWHRI:LOOLDP3HQQ¶VFRXOG
well be applied to everyday life for teachers and trainers: How often have you been
frustrated at the amount of time you spend putting materials together for your next lesson?
With the new Digital Lesson Manager (DLM) Cornelsen aims to make this less of an issue
for busy trainers.
Language training today ± managing expectations while exploiting learner potential
Demands on trainers these days are constantly increasing. Larger and more heterogeneous learner groups combined with the increasing demands for personalized learning
programs put trainers under more and more pressure to create up-to-the-minute lesson
plans. Particularly for freelancers, who may be ping-ponging between in-company jobs,
language schools, Volkshochschulen and private lessons this can mean late nights
surrounded by a full array of printouts, course books, photocopiables and notebooks.
The demands come from all sides: learners expect teachers to reflect their everyday
working lives through the use of authentic materials, realistic scenarios and up-to-date
FRQWHQW:KLOHDGXOWOHDUQHUVZRQ¶WDOOH[SHFWDKLJKµJDGJHWIDFWRU¶LQFODVVWKHUHDUH
always some groups who would benefit from a technological link-in, especially if they can
see the advantages in terms of efficiency and improved access. Employers (be they HR
departments or language school directors) mainly want to see good progression among the
learners, good grades where tests are involved and a level of satisfaction in the classes
leading to positive feedback ± and hopefully a high rate of repeat business. Fellow trainers
want an agreed concept on syllabus content, and results should be comparable across
groups of a similar level. And of course, trainers themselves are often their own biggest
critics, wanting to teach to high standards while keeping themselves and learners
motivated and happy.
Does all of this sound like it will mean complex and frequently-revised lesson preparation?
&RUQHOVHQ¶V Digital Lesson Managers can provide the help trainers need to meet all of the
above expectations.
Intelligent lesson preparation with the DLM
Level by level Cornelsen is making this new form of teacher support available to go alongside all volumes of the successful series Business English for Beginners, Basis for
Business and the new Business English series, Simply Business. The DLM provides a
context in which your lesson preparation becomes easier and faster by providing a base in
which all the different materials are brought together in one convenient location. While the
book will still be the chief learning component for your classroom participants, all the
practical aids normally scattered throughout teaching guides, photocopiables, workbooks,
CDs and DVDs are brought together here in one central location.
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Structured by double page-spread in the coursebook you will quickly spot all the media and
materials that can be integrated into a lesson. Flags in the margins of each double page
spread show exactly where these are appropriate ± that covers everything from photocopiables in the teaching guide to audio files or film clips. No more dragging CD players,
DVDs, workbooks and other paraphernalia home for familiarization the night before a class
± RQHFOLFNLQWKH'/0DQGWKHPDWHULDOLVDFFHVVHG:LWKLQPLQXWHV\RX¶YHGRQHDµGU\UXQ¶
through your lesson for the following day and have seen and heard all the video and audio
to go with it. You may also have identified moments where a gentler-paced class would
enjoy an extra communicative activity, or places where an ambitious class could forge
ahead with an extra challenge.
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Of course, any professional and well-organized teacher will have been going through the
media and checking the optional extras as past of their preparation routine in the past, but
now all these familiar and useful materials are tied into the DLM exactly where you will
need them in class ± saving time and energy that would normally be used locating them
and preparing them.
The DLM also has the advantage of giving you a better overview: you can see in the
margin for each course book which additional materials are available to go with a course.
The DLM ± your helpful classroom assistant
For many years teachers were already using their PC at home to prepare for lessons, but
were confronted with classrooms where the only piece of technology was a portable CDplayer. That situation is however changing, and gradually interactive whiteboards are
appearing in classrooms around Germany. Here again the DLM can be of use, projecting
each double-page spread so that you can do group exercises while keeping course books
closed. A click on the corresponding symbol and the video or audio starts automatically.
Less fussing with gadgets keeps your learners focused on the content and gives more
precious learning time to communicative practice.
DLM on scook
In 2014 Cornelsen started its online service scook. By logging onto the online platform you
can access the DLMs for your Business English titles from anywhere, making it possible
for you to take your lesson preparation with you anywhere there is internet access ± useful
ZKHQ\RX¶UHVKXWWOLQJEHWZHHQFODVVHVLQWZRGLIIHUHQWORFDWLRQVRUFRPSDQLHV7KHpresentation, while varying in some minor details, still presents all the materials and information in the same double-page spread format, making it easier than ever for you to arrive
into class cool, calm and very well-prepared!
,I\RX¶GOLNHDSHUVRQDOLQWURGXFWLRQWRWKH'LJLWDO/HVVRQ0DQDJHULQ\RXUODQJXDJHVFKRRO
or company training please contact our representative for the Frankfurt and Hessen region,
Max Fiederer: max.fiederer@cornelsen.de.
I\RX¶GOLNHWRILQGRXWPRUHDERXW&RUQHOVHQ¶V online service scook please check out our
website scook.de/eb.
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Meanings in American and British English
By Susan Grimmette
susan.grimmette@t-online.de

An English friend was told by her American lodger that nightie in American is a sexy
negligee and her mother would be very embarrassed if you asked her if she had a nightie.
In British English, nightie is simply short for nightdress. It can be anything from a baby-doll
nightie (which can be quite suggestive) to a granny's brushed cotton, full-length (to wrist
and ankle with high collar) passion killer.
There are lots of other words used differently. This can at best cause confusion, (and,
perhaps, laughter) but in instructions could be dangerous. Here I consider only Britain and
the USA, but this is also true of other English-speaking regions.

Below I highlight some differences in meaning between the USA and Britain and offer
alternatives to words that mean different things in the two countries.
Differences between American and British meaning: clear alternatives

Miles are the same in American and Britain, but if you measure your fuel consumption in
miles per gallon, you can easily get unexpected results.

When flying with an American airline, British passengers greeted with consternation an
announcement that the plane would be landing momentarily!
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Pounds of confusion
Using a new telephone system, British customers were bemused to hear an announcement recorded by an American asking them to leave a message, then hang up or press the
pound sign for more options.
My husband was sent from the U.K. to the U.S.A. on a software training course. On the
first morning, an instructor told him that he would achieve a particular result by pressing
the pound sign on his keyboard. He reported that he was pressing the pound sign but it did
not have the desired result. The instructor came over to watch what he was doing and
DQVZHUHG³7KDWLVQRWWKHSRXQGVLJQ  WKDWLV³librum´ $WWKLVSRLQW/DWLQVFKRODUV
among you will realise that libra is the Latin word for a pound in weight or a balance (pair of
scales) on which you could weigh it (which is also a sign of the zodiac).

When you are using symbols, bear in mind that some of them have different meanings in
the U.K. and U.S.A.
It is unimportant whether it was Winston Churchill, Oscar Wilde or George Bernard Shaw
who referred to Britain and America as two countries divided by a common language.
There is a lot of truth in this statement.
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In our regular “Talk on the List” feature, we present the most interesting and useful
contributions to the ELTAF Yahoo e-mail list which you might have missed. For privacy
and space reasons, contributions selected for the magazine may be edited. Please see
your past e-mails or the list archive (available by logging onto http://groups.yahoo.com) if
you would like to see the original contributions.

Talk on the list... about Beurteilung der Sprachkompetenz fuer Bewerber um ein Stipendium des DAAD
Q1: Has anyone filled out a "Beurteilung der Sprachkompetenz fuer Bewerber um ein Stipendium des DAAD: Sprachzeugnis fuer deutsche Bewerber." I've been asked to fill one
out, but it seems to need an "official stamp" of some kind. Has anyone filled one of these
forms out for a student so that they would have an official language assessment of their
skills? Does it require a special stamp or test site? Can any language provider fill it out?
A1: At my university we issue these to students for their applications to universities for their
semester abroad. I base the rating I give on their scores in exams and I sign and stamp the
forms in my official capacity. I think many universities assume that some form of assessment is done before filling them in, but it is not specifically required. Whether this certificate
can replace a formal exam result such as from TOEFL or IELTS depends very much on
the receiving body or person. I have no problem issuing them with a good conscience as I
either know the students personally or have exam results to base my assessment on. The
descriptions on the form do not match the descriptions of the levels in the CEFR 100%
anyway. I don't have enough knowledge of UNICERT to know how the UNICERT levels
match. There are also (to confuse the matter even further) two versions of the DAAD form,
an "old" one of 2 pages which I have as a Word file and a new one of 4 pages + 1 more
page plus instructions which I only have as a PDF. The content is basically the same.
A2: I second the previous answer; at my university we base our form-filling on either
previous exam results or, if they have none with us, I do a 90-minute test on all four skills
with the applicant and fill it in on that basis. Probably the most important part is indeed the
bit about the official stamp: the forms seem to be tailored to university language departments who can put an official university stamp on the form. If you have a specific institute
stamp, personal qualification, etc. you could probably do this yourself, but the big question
there is whether the person's proposed host institute would accept it. If it has no official
stamp from a recognised institute, they might well not, and it might well ruin the person's
application for a stay abroad if he/she leaves it until the last minute to find out or submits it
and it is rejected. The host institute is the body who decides whether a DAAD form is
enough or whether they need UNIcert, IELTS, TOEFL or whatever. This varies from place
to place. I think you might need to advise your student that he or she needs to check back
with the host institute to see what they will accept and that if he/she is currently at a
university, to ask them to complete the form. If not, IELTS or TOEFL might be the only
option (if more expensive).
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Talk on the list... about CAE (Cambridge English:
Advanced) versus TOEFL (Test of English as a
Foreign Language)
Q1: A young student I know is required to take either the Cambridge CAE C1 test or the
TOEFL test. Since prep time is limited she would like to know which is easier to prepare for
and pass.
A1: I think it helps to keep in mind the purpose behind the two exams. TOEFL is a
measuring instrument, which you don't "pass" or "fail", but which gives you a score. As I
understand it, it is frequently used in the US for demonstrating one's level for entry to
higher education. Within the Cambridge exam system in the UK, the IELTs (International
English Language Testing System) exam is the equivalent, but is less well known. I am
assuming the institution or employer requiring the TOEFL has also given a particular score
your student needs to achieve? CAE, on the other hand, has five grades, three of which
(A,B,C) are considered pass grades. Again, you'd be advised to check whether a particular
level of pass is required. It tests all four skills and students mostly do it after a preparation
course, because candidates need to have accustomed themselves to the exam tasks.
CAE practice tests can be found on the website www.cambridgeesol.org and CAE exam
dates can be found on the Provadis website.
A2: Two factors which might also tip your decision in favour of Cambridge: firstly, the
listening tasks are more challenging on TOEFL and TOEIC, largely because you are given
only one chance to listen to the recordings, whereas Cambridge CAE gives you two.
Secondly, and perhaps more importantly, the company running TOEFL and TOEIC was
subject to a scandal a couple of years ago which resulted in their exams no longer being
accepted by some authorities (seehttp://thepienews.com/news/ets-tests-longer-accepteduk-visa-authorities/). IELTS is the most widely-accepted exam for most educational/visa
purposes.
A3: I belong to the parties who would stand in favour of ETS (Educational Testing Service)
tests, because I administer them myself. Regarding fraud, schools like mine get a license
for administering the test and have to adhere to very strict rules concerning cheating, i.e.
where the papers are kept, how the candidates sit in the room, and checking their identity.
Our TOEIC test results have always been recognized by all employers and universities of
applied sciences. Moreover, I just got an email from LTS with a large number of universities in Germany that accept TOEFL scores. In my opinion, the TOEFL format is a very
fair and feasible test for anyone who is over B1 level. As with TOEIC, you are given a
certificate with a number of points which need to be interpreted, but it's always a good
feeling for students that they can't fail it.
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(/7$)¶V%RRNVDQG*DPHV'D\workshop previews
Introducing the Blended Learning course
Intercultural Competence in English (ICE)
By Judith Mader & Rudi Camerer, elc
j.mader@elc-consult.com, r.camerer@elc-consult.com
24 September 2016, Location: International School of Management,
Mörfelder Landstraße 55, 60598 Frankfurt
We developed this course from material written for face-to-face teaching and hope that
these questions (asked by ourselves and others) give you some indication of its features.
What are the advantages of blended learning for institutions, teachers and learners?
Institutions can plan fewer class hours and learners get more input, also an advantage for
teachers and learners as learners can learn in their own time at their own pace, absorb
input and repeat as necessary. Companies can allow staff to do self-study during office
hours and teachers can be flexible with how they accompany the online learning.
What is specific about online material?
Online material can form input and allow more time for active communication in class.
Videos allow learners to pause and repeat as they wish. Our videos are often of people
speaking on intercultural issues in varieties of English and entirely authentic. Here is an
example with Paramsothy: https://vimeo.com/channels/973035/169864247.
The online material is in short bites, so learners can stop and start as they wish,
completing each step at a time but also being active, answering questions, carrying out
tasks and getting feedback. Input can also be text and include (optional) downloads and
links as well as activities such as drag and drop.
:KDWGRHVQ¶WZRUN"
Long texts are best provided as downloads and videos of over 5 minutes are usually too
long for self-study, unless there are questions to answer or links to click on.
What do teachers need to be able to do?
The most important thing is to motivate learners to use (ideally all) the self-study material.
Learners should see that classroom material makes more sense if they have done the
self±study. And of course teachers should possess the technical skills and equipment to
do the self-study material themselves!
What more do users (i.e. institutions, teachers, learners) want?
Some users will want additional downloadable and printable material, additional input in
the form of links and also references to printed material as well as additional practice
material, all of which we provide.
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What do materials developers need to bear in mind?
Not all successful classroom material is suitable for online learning so teachers must be
able to add and omit material. A competent technical partner is indispensable for advice
RQZKDWZRUNVDQGZKDWGRHVQ¶WDVZHOODVFRPSHWHQWSLORWLQJSDUWQHUVZKRFDQJLYH
constructive criticism feedback during the development process.

BizQuiz Activity
Introduced at the IATEFL BESIG Pre-Conference Event 2016 in
Birmingham
Suzanne Vetter-M'Caw, Telc, vetter-mcaw@gmx.net
24 September 2016, Location: International School of Management,
Mörfelder Landstraße 55, 60598 Frankfurt
On a recent visit to England I experienced the beginning of a real live pub quiz - only the
beginning because after a short time it was clear to me that I had lived abroad too long and
was not going to be able to answer the questions aimed at typical British pub-goers. The
BizQuiz Activity was inspired by the British pub quiz and this experience reminded me of
how important it is to make sure the questions are not too hard so that the participants
enjoy finding the answers and have a feeling of success.
The BizQuiz Activity was developed for Business English classes, so the examples given
below should be seen in this context. However, the activity is suitable for all kinds of
English classes because the teacher can adapt it accordingly. It is a fun way for students
to recycle vocabulary, typical phrases, grammar, general cultural knowledge, and whatever
the teacher thinks is relevant for the class.
As with the pub quiz, teamwork is important (different people being able to answer different
kinds of questions) so first the teacher should divide the class into small groups. The first
bit of fun is getting each team to choose a name, be it The Angels, The Know-it-alls, or
whatever! Each team elects a secretary to write down the team's name on a piece of paper
that will then serve as the answer sheet.
After the groups have organised themselves, the teacher acts as the quizmaster and starts
the first question round. Depending on the situation and the time available there are all
kinds of variables - the number of questions in each round, the number of points that can
be scored for each question and the number of rounds. Of course, the idea is to score as
many points as possible. At the end of each question round, the quizmaster collects the
papers, marks them and declares the winner, before moving to the next round of questions. Alternatively, teams swap papers before marking and the teacher goes through the
answers with the whole class.
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Pub quiz questions typically cover various topics, e.g. general knowledge, history,
entertainment, sport, etc. There is a mixture of open questions, true/false statements or a
choice of one of three options. Likewise, the BizQuiz Activity should offer a range of
different types of questions. Let me suggest a few, and I'm sure you will come up with your
own ideas.

Of course, there all kinds of other possibilities such as: specific vocab that you have been
working on recently, false friends, punctuation, even spelling and pronunciation.
It is unwise to ignore modern technology during such an activity. If you have a weak class,
you might want to consider the role mobile phones could play. Otherwise, as is normally
the case in a pub quiz, the use of mobile phones is banned.
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The BizQuiz Cards produced by telc - language tests are a practical example of this
activity. There are 20 question cards (marked Q and with a red edge) and 20 answer cards
(marked A and with a yellow edge). The students can work in small groups of two or three,
first answering the questions and later checking the answers themselves and comparing
their results with other groups. Linked to the B1.B2 English Practice Material book series,
each card pair is based on one emotion. Here are the question and answer cards for
Friendliness.

People love the competitive spirit of a pub quiz. So use this activity to give your students a
fun opportunity to see how much they know. And don't forget the prize for the winning
group!

An excerpt from Being Strategic: Adult
Learners and Speaking
By Adrian Doff and Craig Thaine
adriandoff@zaharias.net, B.Briggs@klett-sprachen.de
Klett/Cambridge University Press
24 September 2016, Location: International School of Management,
Mörfelder Landstraße 55, 60598 Frankfurt am Main
Interaction strategies
What exactly are interaction strategies? They are small chunks of language that allow
speakers to do something in a conversation or a discussion. They often provide the
DQVZHUWRD+RZFDQ,«"question that a learner might have in her mind. For example,
KRZFDQ,JHWVRPHRQH¶VDWWHQWLRQ"RUKRZFDQ,VLJQDOWKDW,¶GOLNHWRVD\VRPHWKLQJLQWKLV
discussion? These expressions and the way in which they are deployed tend to differ
between languages.
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Below are some examples of the kind of language we mean:

Strategy
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Example utterances
Changing what you want to say No wait
Checking what other people say Are you sure?
Asking someone to wait Just a minute.
Showing interest Really?
Breaking off a conversation I must run
.HHSLQJWRWKHWRSLFRIWKHFRQYHUVDWLRQ$Q\ZD\WRJREDFNWR«
Responding to an idea Yes, that makes sense.
7DNLQJDWXUQ,I,FRXOGMXVWVD\«

This is a very small and random sampling of interaction strategies. However, looking more
closely at these examples, some key points become evident. A lot of this language is
idiomatic in nature and the literal meaning of the language changes when it is used in
context as an interaction strategy. For example, in the first utterance a speaker who is
changing her mind does not want her interlocutors to wait in a literal sense. It is more likely
that the phrase would be said to herself, but interlocutors would know that the speaker is
thinking and about to change her mind. In example 5, the speaker may not actually run
having completed the conversation. However, the interlocutor understands that the
speaker has to finish the conversation and leave.
Focusing on speaking strategies in the classroom
A first step is finding material that contains examples of interaction strategies. This is likely
to be some kind of dialogue or listening material. It is worth checking the tape scripts of the
course book that you are using. While this language is often not focused on, it is
sometimes included in dialogues. An alternative is to write or improvise your own listening
dialogues that contain examples of interaction strategies.
As a general approach we suggest the following:
1 Make sure learners understand the context in which the language appears
2 Focus on the meaning of the strategic language as it is used in context
3 Highlight any key aspects of form (for example, in example 6 above, the strategy
expression would normally be followed by a noun phrase)
4 Highlight any aspects of pronunciation that are important (for example, in example 4
above a learner will not sound very interested if her intonation is flat)
5 Provide some kind of controlled practice such as gapped mini dialogues or guided
dialogues and make sure they are used for oral (rather than written) practice
6 Provide learners with role play / discussion scenarios where they can produce this
language themselves.
Focusing on interaction strategies does not necessarily require a radical change to
methodology. This language can be dealt with in a similar way to that you might focus on
in grammar or functional language.

40

ELTAF Magazine / Summer 2016

Workshop Reviews & Previews
However, here are two extra ideas that you might like to try out with your learners. They
are both suitable for a range of levels:
1. Personalised surprise
± Give a series of facts about yourself (on PowerPoint) and ask learners to choose the
ones they find surprising.
± Elicit how they could respond with (a) all-purpose phrases (e.g. Really?) (b) echo Qs
(e.g. Have you?).
± Focus on intonation.
± Get learners to write a few facts about themselves they think will be surprising. They
tell their partner and respond with surprise and find out more.
You could use the same technique for showing interest or sympathy, finding points in
FRPPRQUHVSRQGLQJWRDQLGHDRUFKHFNLQJWKDWWKH\¶YHXQGHUVWRRG
2. :KDW¶Vnext?
± Use a standard dialogue which contains interaction strategies. Play (or show) it line by
line, pausing and asking students to predict what the other person will say.
± 7KHQSOD\ RUVKRZ WKHQH[WOLQHWRFKHFNDQGDVNZK\VKHVD\VWKDW HJVKHLVQ¶W
VXUHVKH¶VVXUSULVHGVKHZDQWVWLPHWRWKLQN 
± Show the dialogue on a handout with gaps and get participants to complete them. Play to check.
In summary, we are not suggesting that teachers change the speaking activities they
already do in the classroom. It is more a question of amplifying that solid core and
LQFOXGLQJVRPHZRUNRQLQWHUDFWLRQVWUDWHJLHVDVZHOO7KLVZLOOVWUHQJWKHQOHDUQHUV¶
speaking skills and provide them with more learning opportunities that should support them
when they have to speak in real-world situations.
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Workshop driving high performance and
future-proofing business English
ELTAF workshop, 5 March 2016
Presented by Mike Hogan
mike.hogan@york-associates.co.uk
Reviewed by Barbara Murai
0LNH¶VVHPLQDUDVWKHWLWOHPLJKWVXJJHVWZDVFRPSRVHGRIWZRSDUWV³'ULYLQJ+LJK
3HUIRUPDQFH´ZKLFKSURYLGHGWKHPDLQIRFXVRIWKHWDONDQG³)XWXUH-Proofing Business
(QJOLVK´WKLVEHLQJDVKRUWHUVHVVLRQEDVHGRQUHVHDUFKFRQGXFWHGE\0LNHKLPVHOI.
The conceptual framework informing the presentation was made explicit in the first of the
accompanying slides, where the subsections of the talk (in boldface underneath) were
highlighted. The keywords alone used in these headings point in the direction of business
studies. Mike was going to give his audience the concepts to understand the challenges of
WHDFKLQJEXVLQHVV(QJOLVKLQWRGD\¶VPDUNHWZKLOHDWWKHVDPHWLPHSURYLGLQJXVHIXOWRROV
to succeed in this field.
What is quality? We approached this question in pair work activities where we were asked
to discuss our favourite and least-favourite service providers, and to pinpoint the causes of
our preference or dislike. We came to the conclusion that dissatisfaction is the result of a
mismatch between experience and expectations. We then moved on to the definition of
TXDOLW\LQDGLFWLRQDU\DV³WKHVWDQGDUGRIVRPHWKLQJZKHQFRPSDUHGWRRWKHUWKLQJVOLNH
LW´7KHVHUYLFHZHSURYLGHDV%XVLQHVV(QJOLVK %( WUDLQHUVZRXOGODWHUEHWKHREMHFWRI
comparison.

Key principles of service design. Here Mike referenced the five principles central to the
GLVFLSOLQHRIVHUYLFHGHVLJQWKHW\SHRIWKLQNLQJQHFHVVDU\LQ6'LV³«user-centred, coFUHDWLYHVHTXHQFLQJHYLGHQFLQJDQGKROLVWLF´ Stickdorn and Schneider, 2010). While the
first principle is a warning that service should be experienced through the eyes of the
client, co-creative should translate into a thorough exploration of the needs of all the
stakeholders and the creation of ad-hoc processes. It follows that a precondition for a
successful BE training programme is good communication between the stakeholders
involved, e.g. the HR manager who is paying the invoices, the school, the trainer, the
learners. Mapping is a powerful tool in this respect, and should be used not only to identify
stakeholders but also to analyse their needs. One useful application of this is having our
learners map their own communication network: who they have to talk to and through
which channels. This kind of map yields essential information as to which discourse
genres, registers and skills need to be covered by the syllabus. Sequencing is about
bearing in mind that the timing and rhythm of the service that we provide have a subtle yet
crucial impact on the mood of our clients. Mike urged us to consider what influence we
have on our learners and on the service being provided to them not only during, but also
before the start of the course, e.g. at the enrolment stage. He also recommended
researching motivational techniques, quoting in particular one title worthy of note (Dornyei,
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2001) and stressing that students regularly need to experience success. Evidencing is a
reminder to try to make our service tangible, while holistic describes a service that is
conceived as a whole coherent experience.
How to create an integrated, total service experience is also the objective of the discipline
of customer journey mapping, and here we can focus on the learner as persona, this last
being one of the latest buzzwords in market research. In ELT the much coveted information that is needed to build a persona profile is easy to get, as long as the right questions
DUHDVNHG:KDWDUHRXUOHDUQHUV¶JRDOVH[SHFWDWLRQV"$UHWKH\EHLQJPHW"+RZGR\RX
NQRZ"0LNHSODFHGHPSKDVLVRQUHJXODUO\EORFNLQJRXUVFKHGXOHWRILQG³WKLQNLQJWLPH´WR
probe this last question and the possible answers. He concluded this section by pointing us
to E. =KHOHYD¶V website about innovation and design thinking in two steps. All this could
also be used as material for discussion or activities in our BE classes. To raise motivation
DQGLPSURYHDWWHQGDQFH0LNHVXJJHVWHGDIHZWULFNVOLNHVXEVWLWXWLQJ³VHVVLRQV´IRU
OHVVRQVVHQGLQJRXWHOHFWURQLFLQYLWHVDQGFDOOLQJKRPHZRUN³WDVNV´RU³DFWLRQLWHPV´
After all we are in a business relationship with our clients, as external suppliers of a
service. Our learning sessions should be treated like meetings and should therefore get
time blocked off in their schedules.
Goal setting & performance metrics. Great teaching is about empowering learners to
reach their goals, and these emerge from their communication network map and from the
questions used in persona profiling. We can fail to fulfil our goals, meet them or even
exceed them, so how can we make sure we meet them? A good way to start is keeping
PRWLYDWLRQKLJKDQGVHWWLQJPLOHVWRQHV,W¶VDOVRDJRRGLGHDWRERUURZEXVLQHVVPHWULFV
and try to attach a performance orientation to what we do. To be sure our goals are
measurable and attainable we can adopt the SMART and GROW models (from goal
setting and coaching literature respectively).
We then watched a video and looked at other online material about cultural variations in
delivering feedback, differences which could again be a topic for discussion in class.
Giving feedback should be an integral part of any language course as it is impossible to
adapt successfully to change or to adopt a required behaviour without receiving appropriate feedback. According to Mike there is positive or developmental feedback, and it should
always be future-oriented. Giving feedback says that we care, but we should also prepare
the right context, if we want it to be useful, building a feedback culture based on trust,
transparency, usefulness and future-orientation. Moreover, we should also actively seek
feedback to improve our own performance. Here Mike referenced the Johari window, a
communication model used to promote self-awareness and mutual understanding. Getting
feedback is essential to reduce the blind spot, the area representing information that is
known to our colleagues or business partners but unknown to ourselves. Moreover, the
Four-step model approach (there are various versions of this on the Internet) provides
guidelines on how best to give contextualised feedback for optimal results.
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+RZWRNQRZ\RX¶UHRQWKHULJKWWUDFNTo answer this question we should reflect on the
concept of quality as presented at the beginning of this talk and on our reputation: are we
being referred? What do people think when they hear our name? This is another stage
ZKHUH0LNH¶VDGYLFHUHJDUGLQJDFFRXQWDELOLW\FRPHVLQWRLWVRZQEHILHUFH'RZHSURYRNH
learning? Are we doing what is needed to create better outcomes? How true is our grasp
of reality? We might benefit from paying a few visits to fierceinc.com (slides) or reading up
on Susan Scott, a recognised authority in executive coaching who is also behind the
website.
Future-Proofing BE. The second half of this talk looked at the changes that are
happening in the run-up to 2020 and the significance of this date in terms of workplace
demographics. Millennials or Generation Y will make up 50% of the workforce by then and,
together with Gen X and the latest Gen Z, they will be filling in the leadership vacuum left
by retiring Boomers. The year 2020 already represents a challenge for many organisations, which will have to adapt to new communication styles, new demands and different
types of talents and mind sets. BE trainers will also find themselves working with a new
audience, with different needs from what we have known so far. The new professional
cohort are likely to have higher English proficiency levels but limited or no business skills
H[SHULHQFH$VPHPEHUVRID³FRPPXQLW\RISUDFWLFH´ WRTXRWH(:HQJHUYLD(YDQ
Frendo) we are ideally positioned to successfully negotiate the winds of change: a
Community of Practice (CoP FDQEHFRQVLGHUHG³«DSURFHVVRIVRFLDOOHDUQLQJWKDW
RFFXUVZKHQSHRSOHZKRKDYHDFRPPRQLQWHUHVWLQDVXEMHFW « FROODERUDWHRYHUDQ
H[WHQGHGSHULRGRIWLPHVKDULQJLGHDVDQGVWUDWHJLHV«´ /HDUQLQJ7KHRULHV 
Activating this process was what we did next, when in small groups we proceeded to
discuss a list of topics crucial to the future of our profession. A survey covering the same
topics and designed by Mike, The Future of Business English, has been posted on the web
and can be accessed via a link in the slides.
We are grateful to Mike for a truly informative and stimulating workshop which has left its
participants with considerable food for thought as well as excellent materials for the BE
classroom.
Referenced works:
± Dörnyei, Z. (2001). Motivational Strategies in the Language Classroom.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
± Learning Theories. (2014). Communities of Practice (Lave and Wenger) - Learning
Theories. [online] Available at: http://www.learning-theories.com/communities-ofpractice-lave-and-wenger.html [Accessed 31 May 2016].
± Stickdorn, M. and Schneider, J. (2010). This is Service Design Thinking. Amsterdam:
BIS Publishers.
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The coaching approach
ELTAF Workshop, International School of Management
Frankfurt, 15 April 2016
Presented by Liz Jolliffe
Reviewed by Shirley Hill
This workshop provided an opportunity for English language teachers to learn about
coaching techniques as helpful tools in the classroom and particularly in one-to-one
teaching situations. Liz Jolliffe opened the session by asking each of us why we were
attending this workshop. Despite varying replies, the bottom line was that most of us were
QRWTXLWHVXUHZKDW³FRDFKLQJ´- as opposed to training and teaching - actually is, and what
GLVWLQJXLVKHVLWIURPZKDWZHGRGDLO\DQ\ZD\"-ROOLIIHGHILQHVWHDFKLQJDV³WKHWUDQVIHURI
NQRZOHGJH«´DQGFRDFKLQJDV³DGHYHORSPHQWDOSURFHVV´LQZKLFKDQLQGLYLGXDOLVJLYHQ
support in achieving a specific personal result or goal.
How can we as teachers coach? How do we deal with student fear of speaking, intercultural conflict or, simply, difficult students, among other classroom issues? A basic
prerequisite to coaching is to understand that we all, as individuals, have our own concepts
RI³UHDOLW\´GHSHQGLQJRQWKHGHJUHHWRZKLFKDUHOHYDQWLVVXHLVLQIOXHQFHGE\RXU
personal emotions vs. general consensus. Core techniques include asking our students
questions concerning their motivation, their beliefs, their inhibitions about learning English
or about other aspects of their lives. The goal is to lead them to self-reflection instead of
blocking their personal progress by set attitudes. Another strategy is to guide our students
³IURPIHDUWRIUHHGRP´E\DGGUHVVLQJSDVWVLWXDWLRQVZKLFKPLJKWKDYHPDGHWKHPDIUDLGWR
speak English and to question the influence and validity of such past experiences on their
SUHVHQWVLWXDWLRQV$VDVVHUWHGE\DXWKRU9LYLDQ*UHHQH³/LIHLVQRWDERXWZDLWLQJIRUWKH
storm to pass ± LW¶VDERXWOHDUQLQJWRGDQFHLQWKHUDLQ´
In our multicultural society it is increasingly important for us, as coaches/teachers to
consider intercultural issues. Here again: Reality is a matter of perspective and we need
to understand the perspectives of others in order to avoid conflict and support the progress
of our students. But we also need to reflect upon and question our own realities: To what
extent are they true and would they be widely accepted as such? How do I feel about
them? Do they influence my self-perception and if so, in which way?
This three-hour workshop provides a comprehensive introduction to the complex concept
of coaching. For anyone looking to upgrade their teaching skills (and their market value),
coaching is an interesting option. The necessary skills (questioning techniques, respecting
LQWHUSHUVRQDOERXQGDULHVPDLQWDLQLQJDZDUHQHVVRIRQH¶VRZQ³UHDOLW\´XQGHUVWDQGLQJWKH
difference between coaching and therapy, etc.) require additional in-depth training and
practice. Liz Jolliffe acquired her qualification at the European Business School in
Oestrich-Winkel, Germany, where the course is still offered in German. For those not yet
ready to invest the time and resources required, or who would simply like to find out more
about the concept first, a follow-up workshop primarily focused on coaching techniques
would be interesting and useful.
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Trouble-free corpus use: 10-minute corpus
activities
ELTAF workshop, 21 May 2016
Presented by Jennie Wright
tefl-helper@hotmail.co.uk
Reviewed by Stephen Giguere
$FURVVEHWZHHQ³%LJ'DWDPHHWV(6/´DQG³&RUSXVIRU'XPPLHV´LVSHUKDSVWKHEHVWZD\
,FDQGHVFULEH-HQQLH:ULJKW¶VH[FHOOHQWZRUNVKRSHQWLWOHG³7URXEOHIUHHFRUSXVXVH10
minute corpus activities. Jennie began the workshop by clarifying some common misperceptions about the difficulty and complexity of using corpus followed up by the preteaching of commonly used corpus terminology. This would prove to be useful during our
practical exercises using: The Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA)
According to Jenny, there are many good corpora databases available but none are as
easy to use or inexpensive (free) as COCA. Despite a wide range of computer skills
among the participants, Jenny was able not only to succeed in showing us how to use
corpus but also managed to help us do our own various corpus queries and even signed
some of us up as COCA members during the break! Honestly, I was pleasantly surprised
that the internet access worked as well as it did allowing workshop participants to actually
access COCA and practice using the online corpora database ourselves. Kudos to ISM!
As promised in the workshop title, Jenny demonstrated and explained three easy to use
corpus activities:KDW¶Vmissing?, Collocation Gamble, and Color code me. More information about these activities is available online to ELTAF members. After introduction on how
to use these activities, Jenny presented a lesson plan using corpora to training learners
followed by a tricks and tips session. These tips included; choosing wisely (not selecting
more than seven entries per search), checking results to ensure accuracy and relevance,
and whether to use the corpora material on or off-line. Working in groups, workshop
participants brainstormed and developed their own ideas and possible uses of corpora.
Some of the possible uses of the COCA software included:
Comparing words:
± Choose an adjective and an adverb (i.e. quick and quickly) or two commonly confused
verbs (do and make).
± Run a query on both words and select 12 sentences,
± Remove the key words queried from each sentence
± Students select the correct word in each sentence.
Color coding parts of speech
± Choose a word that you wish to teach and run a query (i.e. sustainability)
± Select 7 sentences with the parts of speech you wish to teach
± Cut and paste these sentences into a text document and print it out in black & white
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±
±

Using the colors provided (noun/teal, adjective/green, verb/pink, preposition/yellow,
pronoun/blue, adverb/orange) identify each part of speech in the sentence.
Use markers, Cuisenaire rods or other props and ask the students to identify the correct
part of speech using the allocated colors

Phrasal verbs
± Teacher identifies and pre-teaches the difference between two similar phrasal verbs
(i.e. get up & wake up)
± Sample sentences from both queries are selected, copied and pasted to text file
± The phrasal verbs are removed from each sentence
± Students attempt to match sentences with the correct phrasal verbs
Self-correction/self-discovery
This exercise is designed for the occasional student who insists that they know more about
English grammar than you the trainer. Start off by allowing the student to key in their
phrase LH³,PDNHWKHWHVW´ LQWRWKH&2&$DQGKLGH\RXU³6FKDGHQIUHXGH´ZKHQWKH
query UHVXOWVLQ³´KLWV$JUHDWZD\IRUWKHVWXGHQWWROHDUQDQGFRQILUPRQWKHLURZQDQG
solidify your status in the classroom. I am certain that I have forgotten to mention some of
the suggestions developed during the brainstorming session, my apologies for those ideas I
missed. Prior to attending this workshop I had the preconceived notion that corpora was a
great tool but hard to use. Jenny did a fantastic job demystifying and simplifying this
complex topic that even I was able to learn something.
Resources
$OOKDQGRXWVDQGWKHVOLGHVDUHDYDLODEOHRQ-HQQLH¶VEORJhttp://bit.ly/29uZnL5
Free lesson plans: http://the-round.com/resource/experimental-practice-in-elt/
The ultimate guide to freely available corpora :
http://www.corpora4learning.net/resources/corpora.html
The most popular corpora:
The British National Corpus (BNC): http://www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/
The Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA): http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/
The British Academic Written English Corpus (BAWE): https://the.sketchengine.co.uk/open/
The British Academic Spoken English Corpus (BASE): https://the.sketchengine.co.uk/open/
Guides for using corpora:
1. Lamy, M-N., & Klarskov Mortensen, H. J. (2012). ICT4LT Module 2.4: Using
concordance programs in the Modern Foreign Languages classroom:
http://www.ict4lt.org/en/en_mod2-4.htm
2. TheGrammarLab. (2012, July 12). COCA 01: Introduction to Using the Corpus of
Contemporary American English. [Webcast]:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCLgRTlxG0Y
3. COCA Bites: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bvpERRkEIQ
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Making and using pictures in the language
classroom
ELTAF Workshop Preview
By Ulrike Denis, u.denis@steinhoefelschule.de
ELTAF workshop, 8 October 2016, 2:00–5:30 pm
Location: International School of Management, Mörfelder Landstraße
55, 60598 Frankfurt am Main
Who knows what this first picture represents? Anybody
under the age of 50 is likely not to have seen, let alone
have possessed one. As there are quite a few markings
and plenty of numbers, one can speculate about its use:
who would use this, and what for?
Finally, after plenty of guessing around (with younger people), or with people relishing in
memories of the past (very mature students!) the teacher can lead on to the actual topic of
the lesson, which could be to practise the simple past tense, to compare at some stage how
different things are now: students used a slide rule to calculate complicated values e.g.
square roots and tangents. They recorded songs on cassette tapes. When you phoned, you
dialed numbers. Nowadays you use a calculator. And so on.
A picture can be a valuable lead-in, making lengthy discussions possible due to speculation, if the teacher shows only a part of it, as in the picture of the slide rule above. An image
can also clarify: showing a picture of a
barge (right) is simpler than trying to define
what sort of boat this is. These are only
two possible uses a language teacher can
make of pictures, and we will examine those I know ± perhaps we can find others?

We will be using pictures from my diverse collections, so that
you can see the different ways and formats in which they can
show up in the classroom, and I will reveal the hiding-places
where I got themPDQ\³SLFWXUH´ERRNVare available on the
ESL market, and the Internet has some real treasures. Since
,¶YHbecome a digital semi-native, I have found convenient
ways to store and even make my own pictures (the thing at
the top is my very own slide rule from 1978), and I would like
to share some of these ideas.
Participants will get an idea of what sort of pictures make up a good collection, how to
acquire these, and how to enhance them using a simple image program like GuckMal. I also
use WORD and Power Point, and will show how I store and adapt them so that they can
then be re-used in other classes, for other purposes. I am sure that people will have their
ideas, too, so it might turn out to be quite a collaborative workshop!
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Using YouTube Videos to Teach English ±
Sinking! Reducs! Check it out! No WiFi?
By Cynthia Szymkowicz
cyndee.dbh@gmail.com

Can it really be true? I heard recently that there are some English teachers in Germany
ZKRGRQ¶WNQRZWKHJUHDW%HUOLW]DG VHFRQGV DERXWWKH&RDVW*XDUGUHVSRQGLQJWRD
sinking ship. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MUsVcYhERY I show this to every class
DWOHDVWRQFHDQGLIDQ\RQHHYHUSURQRXQFHV³WKLQN´DV³VLQN´,VD\³0D\'D\0D\'D\´
DQGHYHU\RQHODXJKV7RPDNHVWKLVLQWRDQDFWLYLW\,DGGDFRQGLWLRQDOH[HUFLVH³,IWKH
WUDLQHHKDGXQGHUVWRRGWKDWWKHVKLSZDVUHDOO\VLQNLQJKRZZRXOGKHKDYHUHVSRQGHG"´
The answers are sometimes quite amusing.
,I\RXGRQ¶WKDYHJRRGLQWHUQHWUHFHSWLRQLQ\RXUFODVVURRP\RXFDQHDVLO\GRZQORDGPRVW
videos using http://keepvid.com/ I wish I had known about this great free site before!
Next up is from RachelsEnglish.com. She has over 400 free videos dealing with a wide
variety of topics, including American English pronunciation, phrasal verbs, and word and
sound reductions. I used this video in a B2 ± C1 class today, and was surprised by the
feedback. I asked on a scale of 1 ± 10, how interesting and helpful the video was. Results:
WZRVWZRVDQGRQH,WKLQNLWPLJKW¶YHJRQHRYHUEHWWHUZLWK$± B1 students.
+HUH¶VWKHOLQNhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Er4Sy-xcvaU
'HSHQGLQJRQZKLFKGHYLFH\RX¶UHXVLQJ\RXFDQFKRRVHZKHWKHURUQRWWRWXUQRQ&ORVHG
Caption, which is a feature on many youtube videos. It works best on my laptop, and only
sporadically on my tablet. I did not use the CC in class, but told the students they could
XVHLWLIWKH\UHSOD\HGWKHYLGHRDWKRPH7KHQH[WWLPH,XVHWKLVYLGHR,¶PJRLQJWRVWDUWLW
AFTER the 26 second introduction, which was boring and unnecessary. Once the main
part starts, Rachel guides us through an old re-purposed chocolate factory, which is to be
the venue for her wedding. After each sentence or two, the video stops for her to go over a
particular reduction, idiom, or phrasal verb. Most of my students only knew one or two
PHDQLQJVRI³WRFKHFNVRPHWKLQJRXW´DQGZHUHSOHDVHGWROHDUQVRPHPRUH7KHUHLVD
little built-LQDFWLYLW\WRR<RX¶UHVXSSRVHGWRFRXQWWKHQXPEHURI³gonnas´XVHGDQGQRWH
ZLWKZKLFKSKUDVHVWKH\DSSHDUHG,SDUWLFXODUO\OLNHGWKHZD\5DFKHO¶VVSHHFKVRXQGHG
very normal and intelligent, which is not always the case in demonstrations of everyday
speech patterns. This kind of listening exercise always brings up the pros and cons of
WHDFKLQJUHGXFWLRQV0\SRLQWRIYLHZLVWKDW,GRQ¶WQHFHVVDULO\ZDQWWKHVWXGHQWVWROHDUQ
to speak that way, but I would like to help them understand their American business
partners, as well as be better able to understand movies and tv series.
Rachel provides a complete transcript of her videos, which is very useful. I would like to try
JLYLQJWKHVWXGHQWVWKHWUDQVFULSWDIWHUWKH\¶YHVHHQWKHYLGHRWXUQWKHVRXQGRIIDQGOHW
WKHPWU\WRGRD³YRLFHRYHU´RILQGLYLGXDOVHFWLRQV+DVDQ\RQHWULHGVRPHWKLQJOLNHWKLV"
How did it work?
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Websightings
By Jennifer Grunenberg
j.grunenberg@hotmail.com

BBC Make me a German
Two British journalists attempt to live as a "W\SLFDO³*HUPDQcouple. Some discussionprovoking material in it. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bTKSin4JN4
IATEFL conference
Amusing and informative opening plenary session with David Crystal. He talks about the
way the English language has changed/is changing. Here is the link. If the link doesn't
work, search for IATEFL Online - Birmingham 2016 - Plenary David Crystal.
https://iatefl.britishcouncil.org/2016/session/plenary-david-crystal
A little story about a chicken called Monique who is sailing around the world with a
Frenchman.
A little something to help balance out all the doom and gloom in the world
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36475672
Ted Talks parody
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ZBKX-6Gz6A
As a bonus in the same genre, "Every Presentation Ever":
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69JZD60eR6s
Rhyming games for children or A1 learners
http://pbskids.org/lions/games/smartydoors.html
http://pbskids.org/lions/games/monkeymatch.html

Spelling games for B1 to C1 learners
The player must spell a word, which is spoken in a collocation, under the pressure of the
clock. Extra points are given for speed.
http://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/spell-it
A word clue is given and the player must find the winding letters which spell the correct
word in a grid. http://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/word-winder
A collection of lovely, very forthright articles on the passive
For academic and advanced learners, some interesting and well written articles with which
to start a discussion. http://www.lel.ed.ac.uk/grammar/passives.html#passivepostlist
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Shakespeare for trainers:
7KHEDUG¶VJXLGHWRVXFFHVVLQWKH
classroom
Compiled by Richard Tily
sprachkom@online.de
2QOHDUQHUSURJUHVV³6ZHHWIORZHUVDUHVORZDQGZHHGVPDNHKDVWH´
On teacher talking time³6SHDNRQEXWEHQRWRYHU-tedious´
2QOHVVRQSODQQLQJ³$OOWKLQJVDUHUHDG\LIRXUPLQGVEHVR´
On grammar vs. IOXHQF\³6PDOOWRJUHDWHUPDWWHUVPXVWJLYHZD\´
2QOHDUQHUVWUDWHJLHV³7KH\WKDWODXJKZLQ´
On last-PLQXWHOHVVRQSODQQLQJ³,QGHOD\ZHZDVWHRXUOLJKWVLQYDLQOLNHODPSVE\GD\´
2QDFFXUDF\³6XSHUIOXRXVERXJKVZHFXWDZD\WKDWEHDULQJERXJKVPD\OLYH´
2QNQRFNLQJRQDJOREDOFRPSDQ\¶VGRRU³7LVDYDOLDQWIOHDWKDWHDWVLWVEUHDNIDVWIURPD
OLRQ¶VOLS´
On skeptical OHDUQHUV³7LVWUXHZHDUHLQGDQJHUWKHJUHDWHUWKHUHIRUHPXVWRXUFRXUDJH
be´
2QWKHWUDLQHUDVH[SHUW³3ULQFHV DQGSULQFHVVHV DUHWKHJODVVWKHVFKRROWKHERRN
ZKHUHLQDVXEMHFW¶VH\HVGROHDUQGRUHDGGRORRN´
On starting a new in-FRPSDQ\JURXS³7LVWHQ-to-one this play can never please all that are
here´
On FRPPXQLFDWLQJZLWKFOLHQWV³+DYHPRUHWKDQWKRXshowest, speak less than thou
knowest, lend less than thou owest´
2QWUDLQLQJTXDOLW\FKHFNV³/HWP\GHHGVEHZLWQHVVRIP\ZRUWK´
On DVXFFHVVIXOZHHN³7LVZRQGHUIXO´
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Classroom Activities
Tried and tested conversation topic
Anonymous contributions to the compilation of teachers’ activities
charity project organized by Richard Tily
sprachkom@online.de

Keeping your home tidy, A2 level
7KHXQGHUO\LQJ³SUREOHP´ZLWKXQWLGLQHVVLVWKDWZHGRQ¶WUHDOLVHWKDWZHKDYHWRRPDQ\
WKLQJV6RPHWKLQJVZHKDYHGRXEOHEHFDXVHZHFRXOGQ¶WILQGZKDWZHZDQWHGVRZH
bought it again. Some things we bought because we liked them in the shop but have never
XVHGRUZRUQWKHP2WKHUWKLQJVZHVLPSO\GRQ¶WQHHGDQ\PRUHFORWKHVWKDWDUHWRRROGWR
ZHDULQSXEOLFRUGRQ¶WILWERRNVZHZLOOQHYHUUHDGDJDLQIXUQLWXUHDQGRWKHULWHPVWKDW
UHODWLYHVKDYHJLYHQXVDQGZKHUHZHGLGQ¶WZDQWWRKXUWWKHLUIHHOLQJVE\QRWDFFHSWLQJ
WKHPROGWHOHSKRQHVDQGWKLQJVWKDWZH³PLJKW´QHHGVRPHGD\HOHFWULFLW\ELOOVIURPWKH
ODVWGHFDGH%XWWKLVGD\QHYHUFRPHV$OOWKHVHWKLQJVKDYHDQHJDWLYH³HQHUJ\-GUDLQLQJ´
effect on our home and on ourselves. For our home it shows a disrespect for a place that
VXVWDLQVDQGSURWHFWVXVDQGZHOFRPHVXVHYHU\GD\ZKHQZHUHWXUQ)RURXUVHOYHVLW¶V
the fear of losing something.
Regardless, of how many things we own, the next question is where to keep them. I think
you will agree that if we want something, we are quite prepared to walk to the other end of
the house or apartment to get it. But, on the other hand, putting it back where it came from,
afterwards is quite a different matter.
Surprisingly, it is not so much the time or distance involved. It is remembering and deciding
where it has to go back to! This decision-making process costs energy, concentration and
PRWLYDWLRQ6RWKHUHVXOWLVWKDWZHSXWLW³VRPHZKHUH´ZKLFKFRVWVXVUHODWLYHO\OLWWOHHIIRUW.
$VDUHVXOWHYHQDIWHUDPDUDWKRQWLG\XSVHVVLRQZHZLOOVRRQKDYHWKH³ERRPHUDQJ
HIIHFW´DQGKDYHORWVRIWKLQJVDOODURXQGWKHURRPRUKRPHDJDLQZLWKQRGHILQLWHRUGHU
This is because our strategy was to tidy up a place, e.g. a room instead of finding one,
VLQJOH³KRPH´IRUWKHWKLQJVWKHPVHOYHV7LG\WKLQJVDQGQRWSODFHV
6RZKDWLVWKHUHPHG\",W¶VYHU\VLPSOHDQGKDVWZRVWHSV.
1. First reduce the number of things you have. This means collect all the things you have
LQRQHSDUWLFXODUVLQJOHFDWHJRU\HJERRNVRUFORWKHVRUWRROVRUFG¶VHWFDQGSXW
them, literally, in a pile in the middle of the room. You will then realise just how many
things you own in this category ± perhaps more than you thought!
2. Next take each single item in your hand and decide if it feels good. If it does, keep it. If
LWGRHVQ¶WSXWLWWRRQHVLGHIRUGLVSRVDOHJUXEELVK5HG&URVVDV\OXP-seekers
etc. Not to relatives!!!
Repeat the procedure with the next category, and so on.
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+HUHWKHSUREOHPFDQEHZKHQWKHLWHPGRHVQ¶WIHHOQLFHEXW\RXUPLQGVD\VLWFRXOGEH
useful, so keep it. Then you must trust your feelings. The reasons for this are twofold.
Firstly, your rationalising mind was often the cause for collecting all of these unnecessary
WKLQJVLQWKHILUVWSODFH7KHVHFRQGUHDVRQLVWKHDQVZHUWRWKHTXHVWLRQ³:K\GR,ZDQW
WRWLG\XS"´7KHDQVZHUPXVWEHEHFDXVH\RXZDQWWR)((/JRRGLQ\RXUKRPH7KHUHIRUH
LWLV³UDWLRQDO´WRVRUWWKLQJVRXWDFFRUGLQJWRKRZ\RXIHHODERXWWKHPDQGQRWDFFRUGLQJWR
WKHLUSRWHQWLDO³XVHIXOQHVV´
The second step is simplicity. To keep similar things together as far as it is possible and
practical. This is not something new but there is a lot of potential to extend this to almost all
RIRXUSRVVHVVLRQV$VDVLPSOHH[DPSOHDQGIURPDPDOH¶VSHUVSHFWLYH,DPTXLWHKDSS\
and motivated to take a hammer all the way back to the cellar where ALL my toolboxes are
than to remember which toolbox I took it from, the cellar, the garden or from the kitchen
drawer. Additionally, I am certain that I will find it again when I need it. This shows respect
for the hammer, which is a loyal friend and a willing helper.
Another example, which follows the same principle, is the subject of clothes in the
wardrobe. Mine are not sorted by long-, or short-sleeves, office or casual, colour or
season, this leads to too much complexity and a time- and energy-consuming procedure
which needs constant attention and maintenance. They are sorted according to the touch
of the textile ± smooth things, e.g. shirts on the right, rougher things, e.g. pullovers on the
left. This facilitates easy access and return. For smaller items I use boxes, similar to shoe
cartons in the drawers to separate the different categories from each other, e.g., t-shirts
from socks.
So to come back to the challenge of an untidy room, house or apartment. An untidy room
means an untidy mind. An untidy mind is the result of too many possessions and a lack of
simplicity. In the case of parents, husbands or wives. I am afraid there is only one lasting
solution to showing the untidy person(s) the advantages of having a tidy room or home.
You must first go through the above procedure yourself with your own possessions. In that
way you will kill four birds with one stone: show the respect to your home that it deserves,
value the things that make you feel good, relieve yourself of unnecessary and energydraining baggage, and finally, lead by example. When your children or partner sees how
happy you are with the result, you will find that he or she will soon follow in your footsteps.
The source is from Marie Kondo: "The Life Changing Magic of Tidying Up". Her longwinded video explains it in too much detail here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1-HMMX_NR8
Better for me was the summary provided by the ever-giving "Get-it-Done Guy" Steve
Robbins in his podcast here:
http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/productivity/organization/clean-organize-and-declutterwith-marie-kondos-magic-part-1
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EFL Materials Reviews
6WUDLJKWIRUZDUG6WXGHQWµVERRNSOXV
workbook
Macmillan Education
Student’s Book with Webcode and Workbook with Audio-CD
A1 - L Clandfield (ISBN: 978-3–19-232951-7) 26.99 €
A2 - L Clandfield (ISBN: 978-3-19-172951-6) 26.99 €
B1 - P Kerr (ISBN: 978-3-19-072952-4) 26.99 €
B1+ - P Kerr, C Jones (ISBN: 978-3-19-232953-1) 26.99 €
B2 - P Kerr, C Jones, (ISBN: 978-3-19-302953-9) 26.99 €
C1 – R Norris (ISBN: 978-3-19-362953-1) 26.99 €
Reviewed by Karen Blunt
This is a comprehensive series of course books. Each book consists of 6 chapters divided
into 4 sections with separate topics.
The table of contents is very clear, showing exactly which topics are covered. For example
if I take level 4A, I can see that the first chapter has a general theme of health and lifestyle.
Within this, I can see that each chapter contains two or three grammar points, three
vocabulary sections, one focus on functional language and one on pronunciation, two
reading texts and two listening tracks, four speaking activities and a writing task.
Each section has a wide scope with a range of practice activities. The layout, however, is
somewhat disjointed. There is a double page for each section with a language reference
and word list at the end of each chapter, although the wordlist might be a challenge for
students who are not familiar with the phonemic alphabet. Then there is a double page
with the writing tasks for each chapter. The writing tasks are followed by additional material
for the speaking tasks within each chapter. Following this you find the transcripts for the
listening tracks, and then a single review page for each section. Finally there is a workbook
with more exercises covering each skill set, with approximately 4 pages for each chapter.
Overall I had the feeling that although there is plenty of material, I was often hunting for it.
I think the material is interesting and often has a slightly different perspective on a subject
a student may already know, which keeps students engaged. The pages are not too
crowded, with good use of boxes, colour and different fonts to focus the eye but not
overwhelm the student. The illustrations are mostly photographs, with the effective use of
some cartoons, with quite humorous captions.
I have used parts of these textbooks for various classes and students, and each time I
RSHQRQH,ILQGPRUHPDWHULDOZKLFK,NQRZ,ZLOOZDQWWRXVHLQWKHIXWXUHDQG,µPFHUWDLQ
that I will return to these books many times.
I did not have access to the class audio CD for this series so am unable to evaluate the
listening tracks.
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INTERCULTURAL COMPETENCE IN ENGLISH

THE BLENDED LEARNING COURSE
‘Every me we speak we perform a cultural act.’
Claire Kramsch (1993) Context and culture in language teaching

6 units
Self-Study

Classroom teaching

25-35 minutes
x
x

per unit

90 – 360 minutes

15-minute TRAILER: http://elc-consult.com/192001.html
SAMPLE UNIT freely available

Be our pilo ng partner for 1 year: unlimited number of
learners - complete access to self-study & classroom material discount rate - Contact: info@elc-consult.com

elc – European Language Competence
Bettinastrasse 30, D – 60325 Frankfurt am Main
Bahnhofstrasse 28, D – 66111 Saarbrücken
www.elc-consult.com

EFL Materials Reviews
Telc Language Tests
English Practice Material books VHS
(Listening, reading, speaking, writing)
Level A2/B1 & B1/B2
Telc Gmbh available from the Telc website:
http://www.telc.net/landingpages/practice.html#t=3
English Practice Material A2-B1, complete package: 4 booklets (A4) + 4 audio CDs,
€19.50 or €6.50 for each booklet separately + delivery
Listening ISBN 978-3-86375-228-6, Reading ISBN 978-3-86375-226-2, Speaking ISBN
978-3-86375-229-3, Writing ISBN 978-3-86375-227-9
English Practice Material B1-B2, complete package: 4 booklets (A4) + 4 audio CDs,
€19.50 or €6.50 for each booklet separately + delivery
Listening ISBN 978-3-86375-181-4, Reading ISBN 978-3-86375-178-4, Speaking ISBN
978-3-86375-182-1, Writing ISBN 978-3-86375-179-9
Reviewed by Rhiannon Law
The books all have colourfully animated illustrations and include every day topics which
are often lacking in business English language books. The focus of these materials is
emotions ranging from positive ones such as friendliness, gratitude and satisfaction, to
negative ones such as disappointment, regret and sadness. There are many activities in
each book including gap-filling tasks, matching vocabulary to definitions or descriptions,
passages to read and discuss and warm-up activities to introduce a new topic with
discussion questions.
In my opinion, the CD available with each booklet is a very good idea to combine listening
with other areas of language focus. The pages are well laid-out with pictures, colour and
not too much text, which appeals to young learners and business people, as well as
students or those just wanting to improve their general English. Speaking cards are also
available to accompany these books. Each card has an animation with characters in the
books speaking or performing a task. On the back of some cards, there is a selection of
questions for teachers to ask the learners about the pictures they see. Other cards have
emotions covered in the book on one side, and a picture on the other side. These cards
have worked well with students to really get them talking. I have only received positive
feedback about them so far.
What worked particularly well in my classes was unit 10 in the reading A2/B1 level booklet,
which covered past simple with an interesting gap fill text to practise the past simple forms
of important verbs and a table to categorise the verbs into groups based on their patterns.
This really helped my students to learn the forms with more ease. Unit 13 of the A2/B1
listening booklet was also useful as it covered announcements at the airport, which is good
for my students who fly for business or personal reasons.
The Telc books are light and easy to carry in your bag, on the go to and from class.
Transcripts and answer keys are also located at the back of each book, so answers can be
checked easily.
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English Practice Material – vhs!
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Events
How to breathe new life into your
classroom: telc training workshops for
English teachers and trainers
telc training offers a range of professional development opportunities in the form of
workshops aimed at enhancing your teaching and examining skills. The workshops cover
a variety of methodological and didactic aspects. They are a great way to develop your
skills as well as an opportunity to meet other teaching professionals to share ideas and
experiences.
Join us for one of our next workshops:
Self-marketing for English teachers
,QWRGD\¶VZRUOGVHOI-marketing is highly important for professional success. Obtaining
examiner licenses and knowing how to use digital teaching materials are indispensable
aspects of a successful teaching career. Together with the right use of internet search
functions, self-marketing can distinguish you and your business.
Topics: Self-marketing, professional profile, digital teaching material, examiner licenses
When: Friday, 7 October 2016 in Kassel, 10:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. and
Saturday, 15 October 2016 in Berlin, 10:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.
Getting it right: Looking behind the scenes in language assessment
Language assessment is a constant challenge for English teachers. This workshop
explores methods of quality control and aims to encourage teachers and coordinators to
work on calibration, standardization, quality and fairness regularly. Starting from the
background of large-scale examinations, viable ways for small-scale assessment within a
language program will be examined and practical examples provided. This workshop will
give you an overview of important steps in the test development process.
Topics: CEFR can do statements, forms and functions of language tests, quality criteria,
test specifications, test development and item construction, creating & designing test tasks
When: Friday, 18 November 2016 in Frankfurt/Main, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and
Friday, 20 January 2017 in Frankfurt/Main, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
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Social media in your classroom
In this interactive workshop you can find out how to integrate social media into your
language courses from level A1 to C1. You will learn how to develop your students´ oral
and written skills using social media and to encourage them to engage in self-study online.
Topics:
± Twitter, Facebook and others ± possible uses in the language class: using social
media to organize your class, encouraging communication online, internet safety
± Blog ± your (online) diary: examples of blogs, create your own
± Ready for social media?: using its potential ± recognizing its OLPLWV³1HWLTXHWWH´±
online dos and GRQ¶WVWLSVfor correcting written work online
± Create a social media tool for your language course
When: Friday, 28 October 2016 in Frankfurt/Main, 10:00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. and
Friday, 2 December 2016 in Nuremberg, 10:00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.
Become a better teacher! Improve your teaching skills
This workshop series, given over two days, is designed for practising English language
teachers. Each workshop aims to offer Continuing Professional Development information
which comprises a minimum of introductory theory followed by a practical, participatory
session.
Day 1:
± Informed Eclecticism: how we can use the past to move into the future
± Teacher Creativity and Materials Exploitation: looking at accessible ways to increase
teacher creativity
Day 2:
± Teaching pronunciation: using innovative and accessible techniques to help student
production
± Error Correction: what works and what probably GRHVQ¶W
When: 28-29 January 2017 in Munich.
You can register for our training sessions online at: http://www.telc.net/en/teachers/ telctraining.html. If you are interested in a customized workshop, we would be happy to prepare a seminar to meet your needs. Please contact us: training@telc.net, 069/95 62 46-67
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ELTAF Events
Heather Krehbiel, ELTAF Events Coordinator
events@eltaf.de
ELTAF regularly organises workshops and other events for its members, which take place
at different venues in the Frankfurt area. Fees for most events are minimal and are
subsidised by ELTAF for its members. We look forward to seeing old and new faces at our
events. If you have any questions about ELTAF events, please contact our events coordinator, Heather Krehbiel, by email (events@eltaf.de).
Non-members are welcome to attend ELTAF events but generally pay a slightly higher
fee. In a reciprocal arrangement, members from ELTAF¶VVLVWHUorganisations around
Germany are generally entitled to attend events at the same conditions as ELTAF
members. For further details on this partnership, please see details later in this section.
For all events, you must register in advance by sending an e-mail to events@eltaf.de
and wait for confirmation before paying the workshop fee to the ELTAF bank account:
Postbank Frankfurt: ELTAF e.V. IBAN: DE90 5001 0060 0075 6476 00, BIC: PBNKDEFF.
State your name and the title of the workshop in the reference line.
24 September 2016, 9:30 am±5:00 pm
ELTAF's Books and Games Day
Location: International School of Management, Mörfelder Landstraße 55, 60598 Frankfurt
8 October 2016, 2:00±5:30 pm
Making and using pictures in the language classroom
Location: International School of Management, Frankfurt
Workshop leader: Ulrike Denis
Fee: EUR 5 for members, EUR 10 for non-members
Note: please always check the ELTAF Yahoo! list for the most up to date details of
ELTAF’s own events.

Events from other German ELTA organizations
At the 2015 Inter ELTA meeting it was established that members of all German-based
ELTAs are welcome to attend events put on by other ELTAs under the same conditions
which hold for their local members. Tanya and Rachael from ELTAS (Stuttgart) have put
together an online calendar showing the events throughout Germany. This is the link to the
calendar: http://teamup.com/kscdd67742902b8329/
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International ELT events
Check out this fantastic crowd-sourced calendar on ELT events all over the world. Select
the month and choose the region you are interested in: http://fourc.ca/calendar/

Presentations, Workshops and Training Events
Check the following sites regularly for ongoing courses, seminars and workshops, many of
them also online:
TESOL, online
Check website for facilitated and self-study courses and virtual seminars.
www.tesol.org/attend-and-learn/online-courses-seminars

Cambridge English, online
Register for webinars or watch recordings of previous webinars
www.cambridgeenglish.org/teaching-english/resources-for-teachers/webinars/
Oxford University Press, online
Frequent webinars on a variety of ELT subjects.
https://elt.oup.com/events?cc=de&selLanguage=de&mode=hub
British Council ± BBC, online
Follow past presentations on a wide variety of ELT and teaching subjects.
www.teachingenglish.org.uk/seminars and www.teachingenglish.org.uk/self-accesscourses
IATEFL BESIG Online Events
www.besig.org/events/online/default.aspx
SIETAR Society for Intercultural Education, Training and Research
Contact regiofrankfurt@sietar-deutschland.de. There is also a SIETAR group at
www.xing.com
Macmillan Interactive Webinars
Macmillan invites you to join them as they discuss the one issue we all have in common as
educators - the teaching of language, and how we can do it better; free of charge! For
future webinars and archive www.macmillanenglish.com/webinars/
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Oxford TEFL (Trinity College London validation)
Online and/or contact courses in London, Barcelona, Cadíz and Prague: Trinity Cert
TESOL, Trinity Dip TESOL, Certificate in International Teaching Business English, teacher
development courses, etc. www.oxfordtefl.com
Lehrerfortbildung, VHS Frankfurt
Seit Juli 2005 is die VHS Frankfurt beim Institut für Qualitätsenwicklung (IQ) als Träger
akkreditiert und damit berechtigt für ausgewählte Angebote Punkte zu vergeben. For
further information: www.vhs.frankfurt.de/desktopdefault.aspx/tabid-64/112_read-238/

Conferences, Exhibitions and Trade Fairs
10 September 2016
2nd International Medical English Conference, Norwich, UK
http://www.medicalenglishconference.com
11 September 2016
Newcomers Festival, Römer, Frankfurt
Along with the exhibition of valuable and important information concerning their integration
and living opportunities in Frankfurt, people enjoy the international musical entertainment
and food & drinks reflecting the local gastronomy.
http://www.newcomers-festival.de/
7 October 2016, Columbus, Ohio
TESOL Conference
http://ohiotesolmoodle.org/site/2016-conference-theme/
19±23 October 2016
Buchmesse, Frankfurt
www.buchmesse.de
20±21 October 2016
4th Translation Technology Terminology (TTT) Conference, 3RUWRURå, Slovenia
28±29 October 2016
IATEFL TEASIG Conference in association with ETAS, Aigle, Switzerland
Theory into Practice ± Assessment Literacy in the Classroom
http://tea.iatefl.org/index.php/upcoming-teasig-events/
4±6 November 2016
DGSL LernKongress, Hohenroda
http://dgsl.de/?page_id=14
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4±6 November 2016
29th IATEFL BESIG Conference, Munich
www.besig.org/events/default.aspx
8±10 November 2016, Stuttgart
TC World Conference
The tekom annual conference together with the tcworld conference and tekom fair, is the
largest global event and market-place for technical communication.
http://conferences.tekom.de/tcworld16/tcworld16/
18 and 19 November 2016
EXPOLINGUA, Berlin
www.expolingua.com/expolingua_berlin/de/
30 November±2 December 2016
oeb - shaping the future of learning, Berlin
www.online-educa.com
4±6 April 2017, Glasgow, Scotland
IATEFL 51st Annual Conference
http://www.iatefl.org/annual-conference/glasgow-2017
For IATEFEL Special Interest Group (SIG) conferences and other events check
www.iatefl.org/content/sig/index.php/

Local Cultural and Arts Events
Rhine-Main area cinemas showing original versions of international films, with or without
VXEWLWOHVFDQEHIRXQGRQZZZZLFKDU\GHILOPSDJH,W¶VDIDEZHEVLWHJLYLQJ\RXDOOWKH
relevant information and links at a glance! Give it a try!
2 September 2016±27 October 2016
The English Theatre, Frankfurt
www.english-theatre.orgVHHDOVRWKHLU³(GXFDWLRQ´SDJHZLWKPDLOLQJOLVWDQGVSHFLDO
offers for WHDFKHUV³7KH 3LFWXUHRI'RULDQ*UD\´LVWKHVWRU\RIRQHEHDXWLIXOLQQRFHQW
\RXQJPDQµVVHGXFWLRQPRUDOFRUUXSWLRQDQGHYHQWXDOGRZQIDOO$QGRK\HDKLWµVDOVR
the story of a really creepy painting. Set in the Victorian London, the story follows a
handsome, young Dorian Gray whose portrait is painted by a close friend. Disturbed that
his physical beauty will deteriorate with age, Dorian wishes for a Faustian exchange
whereby he will retain his beauty but the picture will age. His wish granted, the picture
rather than the man degrades as he pursues a life of hedonism and debauchery,
reminding him that though his looks are unscathed, his soul is not. Can he still have
salvation or is his soul trapped in the doomed painting?
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Other local theatres with productions in English:
± International Theatre, Frankfurt
Plays, concerts and international events
For further information and tickets: phone (069) 4990980, email info@internationalestheater.de, website: www.itf-frankfurt.de
± The Chaincourt Theatre, Frankfurt (theatre group of Frankfurt Uni English Dept)
http://chaincourt.org/
± The Keller Theatre, Giessen
www.keller-theatre.de

Miscellaneous
Ongoing
International Stammtisch ± Meet & Mingle in Mainhattan
International Stammtisch is an initiative of the city of Frankfurt, the Frankfurt Chamber of
Commerce, the English Theatre, and Newcomers-Network.de; to register visit
www.newcomers-network.de/stammtisch/
English Club Mainz Wiesbaden
Informal English conversation group (Stammtisch) of native and non-native English
speakers including but not limited to Americans, Brits, Germans, etc from the MainzWiesbaden area. WEBSITE FEATURES GREAT LINK LIST:
http://englishclubmainzwiesbaden.webs.com
Die Deutsch-Britische Gesellschaft
http://www.debrige.de/frankfurtmain.html
Die Deutsch-Britische Gesellschaft fördert den deutsch-britischen Dialog zu kulturellen,
politischen, sozialen und wirtschaftlichen Themen. Wir organisieren Konferenzen mit
Entscheidungsträgern aus beiden Ländern und veranstalten Vorträge von britischen
Gastrednern.
1 September 2016, 19:30, Palmengarten,Frankfurt
Jazz-Konzert Twinspiration mit Soweto Kinch Quartett
27 October 2016
"My Life With the Beatles", speaker Martin Griffiths
10 November 2016, Frankfurter Presseclub
"A Magistrate's Story", speaker Gil Robertson

Although dates and times were correct at the time of submission, experience has shown
that changes can occur. So please double-check any event with the organisers.
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ELTAF Membership Rates and Conditions
As a member, you can attend all ELTAF Events, receive the ELTAF Magazine and join
the ELTAF mailing list. You can also enjoy a reduced IATEFL membership rate.
ELTAF membership lasts for one year (12 months) from the date of the annual direct
debit order (SEPA-Lastschriftmandat). Direct debit orders are processed twice a year in
mid-September and mid-March. Membership is calculated from the nearest date of
membership acceptance. Termination must be advised to the Membership Secretary
a minimum of 6 weeks prior to the next debit, depending upon which 12 month debit
processing cycle applies.
To join ELTAF, please send the direct debit order (signed by the registered account
holder), together with the completed membership application form (both can be found on
our website at http://eltaf.de/about-us/membership/) to the Membership Secretary,
whose address is on the bottom of the forms.
Please regard your bank statement as a receipt for tax purposes, or send a selfaddressed, stamped envelope to the Membership Secretary who will mail you a receipt.

ELTAF e.V. looks forward to
welcoming new members.
Please find us and
like us on https://www.facebook.com/ELTAF.de/
Follow us on Twitter!
@ELTAF_de
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ELTAF Business
Advertising in the ELTAF Magazine
c/o Cathy Duffek
(see inside back cover)

Let the ELTAF Magazine work for you!
Reach more than 300 readers!
Price per issue
1 issue 3+ issues
(¼)
(¼)
Back
cover

215.225.

190.200.

Full
page

190.200.

150.160.

1/2
1/3
page

110.
105.-

80.
75.-

Insertion per issue

€200.-

Website banners
per calendar year

€200.-

10% discount on all prices
for members

Next Magazine Deadline:
1 October 2016
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ELTAF and its Current Committee Members
ELTAF is a regional professional association and self-help group for teachers of English
as a Foreign Language based in the Rhine-Main area. We are an officially registered, nonprofit-making association (e.V.). Our members come from all teaching sectors and speak
various native languages. ELTAF provides a forum for the exchange of ideas through
regular meetings and workshops. Usually held in English, they are announced in the
ELTAF Magazine or by invitation to those on ELTAF’s mailing list.
Chair/Inter-ELTA Liaison
Liz Jolliffe
chair@eltaf.de
Vice-Chair/Events Coordinator
Heather Krehbiel
events@eltaf.de
Treasurer
Daniel Payne
contact@your-english-partner.de
Recording Secretary
Helen Smith
Can also be contacted at
chair@eltaf.de

Website Coordinator
Kristen Speer
kristen.speer@speechwave.de
Jobs Hotline Coordinator and
Magazine Editor
Jennifer Grunenberg
jobs@eltaf.de
Magazine/Social Media
Geoffrey Miller
geoffreymiller@gmail.com

For general enquiries:
contact@eltaf.de

Advisory Board:
Membership Secretary
Rhiannon Law, membership@eltaf.de
Advertising Coordinator
Cathy Duffek, advertising@eltaf.de
Barbara Murai, barbaramur34@gmail.com
Anastasia Malikova, anastasiamalikova@yahoo.com
Helen Centner, centner.pollok@t-online.de
Further roles:
Catering Coordinator
Barbara Murai, mbmurai2@aol.com
ELTAF Library
Debbie Hohmann, library@eltaf.de
TalkShop Coordinators
Frankfurt: Barbara Born, barbara.born@t-online.de
Idstein: Suzanne Vetter McCaw,
vetter-mcaw@gmx.net
Mannheim: Cathy Duffek, c.duffek@gmx.de
Wiesbaden: Liz Jolliffe, chair@eltaf.de
Magazine Team
Editor: Jennifer Grunenberg
Haberweg 3
61352 Bad Homburg
Phone: (06172) 498885
Email: j.grunenberg@hotmail.com
Proofreader: Norman Cox
Layout: Anne Wnoucek
Mailing: Barbara Born (Coordinator), Natalia Elita and
Liz Jolliffe
Events: Jennifer Grunenberg
ISSN 1860-7411

EMPOWER
General English course from A1 to C1
• Combines best-practice classroom
methodology with a uniquely innovative
assessment package.
• Engaging materials and high-quality video
• Validated and reliable assessment
• Personalised online practice

NEW

B1

A2

A1
Adrian Doff, Craig Thaine
Herbert Puchta, Jeff Stranks, Peter Lewis-Jones

MEDIATE
PRE-INTER BOOK
STUDENT’S

RY
ELEMENTA
BOOK
STUDENT’S

STARTER
BOOK
STUDENT’S

Adrian Doff, Craig Thaine
Herbert Puchta, Jeff Stranks, Peter Lewis-Jones

Adrian Doff, Craig Thaine
Herbert Puchta, Jeff Stranks, Peter Lewis-Jones

NEW
MEDIATE
UPPER INTER
BOOK
STUDENT’S

ATE
INTERMEDI
BOOK
STUDENT’S

B1+
Adrian Doff, Craig Thaine
Herbert Puchta, Jeff Stranks, Peter Lewis-Jones

B2
Adrian Doff, Craig Thaine
Herbert Puchta, Jeff Stranks, Peter Lewis-Jones

ADVANCED
BOOK
STUDENT’S

C1
Adrian Doff, Craig Thaine
Herbert Puchta, Jeff Stranks, Peter Lewis-Jones

www.klett-sprachen.de/empower

Z34557

